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December 2, 2016; 5am – 6:30pm
Joy of Sharing Charity Drive
In partnership with local TV Channel 20, ALPLM will give 
a discounted admission voucher for every holiday charity 
donation. Stay warm in your car! We’ll come to the curb to pick 
up your donations.

December 4, 2016; 3pm 
Union Theater
A special performance-reading of Charles 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol
After Dickens’ published A Christmas Carol in 1843, he 
performed his own edited-version for audiences in England. 
This is the script the ALPLM will present in this special 
presentation, last performed here in 2005. 
FREE with Museum admission.

December 10, 2016; 11am – 1pm
Family Day
Museum or Library 
Looking for another reason to come to the ALPLM? Look no 
further! Join us on the tenth of each month for family friendly 
fun. Visit our website to learn more about this month’s theme. 
Events at the Museum require Museum Admission. 
Events at the Library are free.

December 13, 2016
Mary Lincoln’s Birthday
Information TBA

December 21, 2016; 10am – 2pm
Willie Lincoln’s Birthday
Trains, games, and pets were just three of Willie Lincoln’s 
favorite things. Play with all three as we celebrate Willie 
Lincoln’s birthday. 
FREE; Museum admission required.

December 25, 2016 – Christmas Day – CLOSED

August 1, 2016; 10am – 2pm
Robert Lincoln’s Birthday
Museum Plaza
Inspired by the life and hobbies of Robert Lincoln, party guests 
will use telescopes, learn the basics of how to play golf, and 
try their hand at gardening...all in honor of the oldest and most 
controversial Lincoln child. 
Free; Museum admission required

August 6, 2016; 10am – 11am
Civil War Tech – Bite the Bullet
Library
Did soldiers really “bite the bullet” during surgery? Take part in 
a period medical demonstration that will show you the science 
and beliefs at work during Civil War surgeries. 
Ages 8-12 welcome. FREE; Reservations required. 

August 10; 11am – 1pm
Family Day
Museum or Library 
Looking for another reason to come to the ALPLM? Look no 
further! Join us on the tenth of each month for family friendly 
fun. Visit our website to learn more about this month’s theme. 
Events at the Museum require Museum Admission. 
Events at the Library are free.

September 2
Childhood Exhibit Opens
Library
Seeking your older brother on a WWII newsreel. Being denied 
admission to an amusement park. Helping mother in the 
garden. Childhood memories recorded in letters, diaries, books 
and oral histories will lead you on a journey through our past. 
Sometimes a big story can be told by someone small.

September 10, 2016; 11am – 1pm
Family Day
Museum or Library 
Looking for another reason to come to the ALPLM? Look no 
further! Join us on the tenth of each month for family friendly 
fun. Visit our website to learn more about this month’s theme. 
Events at the Museum require Museum Admission. 
Events at the Library are free.

September 16 – December 31, 2016
Art in the Atrium
Library Atrium
In collaboration with the Springfield based organization, The 
Pharmacy Group, ALPLM will host a display of original works 
from local and area artists. FREE.

September 17, 2016; 11am – 2pm
Pets in the White House
Union Square Park 
Across from the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum, you 
can bring your pet(s) to Union Square Park for a fun day 
of exercise, demonstrations, crafts, treats, and historical 
discussions. Partnership with the Animal Protective League. 
FREE event.

July 10, 2016; 10am – 11am
Family Day
Civil War Tech – Home or Hospital?
Library
When someone gets hurt today, they go to the hospital. 
Before the Civil War, sick and injured people were 
taken care of at home. Civil War heroes like Clara 
Burton changed the face of medicine forever. Ages 8-12 
welcome. FREE; Reservations required. 

July 10 – August 10
Backpack Donation Drive
Bring in a new, sturdy Backpack for a needy student in 
Springfield District 186 and receive a voucher for one free 
admission to the Museum.

July 14, 2016; 6:30pm
Trench Warfare – Anatomy of a World War I Battle
Union Theater
The Western Front during World War I was defined by two 
unbroken lines of trenches and a deadly no-man’s land in 
between, dominated by machine guns and artillery. Dr. Mark 
DePue will examine the inability of the generals on both sides 
to break out of the trenches, suffering horrendous casualties 
every time they tried. The 1916 battles of Verdun and the 
Somme were prime examples of their failures, resulting in 
military disasters on a monstrous scale.

July 16, 2016; 1pm – 3pm
My Old House Tea
What do bungalows, painted ladies, and Wright’s prairie-style 
homes have in common? Any of them may be a cherished 
family home unique to the American lifestyle. Enjoy a three-
course tea featuring a celebration of the houses we call home, 
featuring a look back at what the Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Library’s collection can tell us about domestic architecture. 
Tickets: $35; Reservations required.

July 23, 2016; 8pm
Summer on the Square
Union Park
Musical presentation embracing the spirit of the Civil War. Food 
and drinks available for sale. FREE event.

July 26, 2016; 6:30pm
Movie: All Quiet on the Western Front
Union Theater
All Quiet on the Western Front, the Academy Award winning 
movie released by Universal Studios in 1930, is an adaptation 
of the classic anti-war novel by the same name, written by 
German author Erich Maria Remarque. Banned by the Nazis, 
the film is the definitive look at the horrors of trench warfare 
during World War I, and even after 85 years, is a powerfully 
moving portrayal of that war. FREE; Reservations required.

July 27, 2016 5am – 6:30 pm
Backpack Grab ‘N Go
In partnership with local TV Channel 20 throughout the 
month, ALPLM will give you a voucher for free admission to 
the Museum for every new Backpack you donate to a needy 
student. On July 27, you won’t even have to leave your car! 
Just drive up, we will greet you and give you a voucher for free 
admission to the Museum for every backpack you donate.

October 10, 2016; 11am – 1pm
Family Day
Museum or Library 
Looking for another reason to come to the ALPLM? Look no 
further! Join us on the tenth of each month for family friendly 
fun. Visit our website to learn more about this month’s theme. 
Events at the Museum require Museum Admission. 
Events at the Library are free.

October 15, 2016; 6:00pm
Spooktacular—5th Annual
Museum
A Family Event FREE to members. Fun for all ages. Historical 
characters ‘haunting’ the exhibit journeys complete with special 
eerie lighting, special effects and music, plus a kids costume 
contest with prizes, spooky storytelling, a scavenger hunt, 
crafts, games and much more! 
Tickets: $10 per family; Members FREE. 
RSVP: www.presidentlincoln.illinois.gov

October 22, 2016; 6:30pm – 9:30pm
Civil War Ball
Museum Plaza
Join us for a delightful evening in the Plaza of the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Museum. Our Presidential Ball will feature 
live authentic music, engaging dances and refreshments. 
All are welcomed. Period costume is encouraged, but not 
required; dance instructors will be on site to help. 
Tickets: TBA. Reservations required.

November 10, 2016; 11am – 1pm
Family Day
Museum or Library 
Looking for another reason to come to the ALPLM? Look no 
further! Join us on the tenth of each month for family friendly 
fun. Visit our website to learn more about this month’s theme. 
Events at the Museum require Museum Admission. 
Events at the Library are free.

November 11, 
2016
Veterans Day
FREE Museum 
admission 
for active 
duty service 
members and 
veterans.

November 19, 2016; noon
Museum Plaza
Gettysburg Address Puzzle
An 18’ x 30’ unassembled puzzle that contains the 272 words 
of the Gettysburg Address will be placed in the museum plaza 
for teams to assemble.

November 24, 2016 – Thanksgiving Day – CLOSED

November 25, 2016; 10am
Fun Frosty Friday
Library Atrium
Experience a Presidential event. Crafts, entertainment, and hot 
chocolate. FREE; Museum admission discount available 
for attending event. 

For the more information:
www.Presidentlincoln.illinois.gov 

Please note that many programs and events require 
reservations; you may go online for reservations 

approximately one month before the program: 

To make a reservation or to 
purchase a ticket, 

visit www.Presidentlincoln.illinois.gov 
or call 217-558-8934

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library & Museum
212 N. 6th Street, Springfield, IL  62701

Museum Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Daily
Library Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri.

(Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas & New Year’s Day)

2016
Discount Days 

Education 
Exhibits

Performances 

Lectures/Book 
Signings 

Social

COLOR KEY

Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Library & Museum Store

Open 24/7@ 
giftshop.presidentlincoln.org

For more information on how to 
become a member of the AbrAhAm 
LincoLn PresidentiAL LibrAry 
FoundAtion, call 217-557-6250 
or visit www.ALPLM.org
 

Become a Foundation Member Today 
& receive these great benefits:

free admissions
discounts

invitations to members-only events
and more!

Springfield, Illinois
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EVENTS CALENDAR
Tickets: Call (217) 558-8934 or 

visit www.PresidentLincoln.illinois.gov and 
click on “special event tickets”

Discount Days 
Education 
Exhibits

Performances 

Lectures/Book 
Signings 

Social

COLOR KEY

March 10, 2016; 10am – 2pm 
Family Day and Eddy Lincoln’s Birthday
Museum 
Eddy is the second born but least known Lincoln child. Play 
19th century games, do a kids’ craft, and learn a little more 
about Eddy on the anniversary of his birthday. 
FREE; Museum admission required.

March 19 – 31; 9am – 5pm 
Community Food Drive
Museum
Guests are encouraged to bring a food item that will be 
donated to the Central Illinois Food Bank. Receive free 
admission that day to the exclusive exhibit “Lincoln: History 
to Hollywood,” currently on display, which presents key sets, 
costumes and props from the award-winning Steven Spielberg 
film, Lincoln. 

April 2, 2016; 10am – 11am
Civil War Tech – Join the Artillery Corps
Library
Civil War weaponry was complicated. Today we’ll learn the 
steps and science behind Civil War muskets and cannons. 
Ages 8-12 welcome. FREE; Reservations required. 

April 4, 2016; 10am – 2pm
Tad Lincoln’s Birthday
Museum
Tad Lincoln is having a birthday, 
and you’re invited! In honor of the 
youngest and most rambunctious 
of the Lincoln children, guests will 
make a spyglass to look out for 
enemy troops, build a fort, and 
create a craft to take home. FREE; 
Museum admission required

April 10, 2016; 11am – 1pm
Family Day
Museum or Library 
Looking for another reason to come to the ALPLM? Look no 
further! Join us on the tenth of each month for family friendly 
fun. Visit our website to learn more about this month’s theme. 
Events at the Museum require Museum Admission. 
Events at the Library are free.

April 12 – 15, 2016
Commemoration of Lincoln’s Assassination
Special programming will take place between April 12 and 
April 15 (Lincoln died on April 15, 1865 after being shot by his 
assassin, John Wilkes Booth, the previous evening), including 
presentations of the play, One Destiny on April 14 and 15.

April 14, 2016; 6:30 – 8:30pm
Charter Members Only Exhibit Gala—
Unfinished Work: The Taper Collection in the 
Limelight
Museum Plaza & Illinois Gallery 
The event will recognize the Charter members who have 
underwritten artifacts from the Taper Collection. The 
underwritten artifacts as well as other selected artifacts from 
the Taper Collection will be featured in the “Unfinished Work” 
exhibit in the Illinois Gallery. Charter members please RSVP 
by emailing rsvp@alplm.org or calling (217) 557-5589.

April 15 – May 15, 2016
Unfinished Work: The Taper Collection in the 
Limelight
Illinois Gallery
An exhibit displaying unique and exceptional pieces of artwork, 
artifacts, and items from our Taper collection underwritten by 
our generous donors. For information on how to underwrite an 
artifact please contact the Foundation at pevans@alplm.org or 
(217)557-6250.

April 16, 2016; 1pm
33rd Illinois Volunteer Regiment Band 
Performance
Museum Plaza
Enjoy the lovely strains of authentic Civil War era music.  This 
band is a re-creation of the band that was mustered at State 
Normal University in 1861, and the musicians were recruited 
from the same geographical area in Illinois and come from all 
walks of life. FREE; Museum admission required.

May 3, 2016; 6pm
Book Signing and Discussion (Tentative)
Union Theater
Don Doyle will sign copies and then discuss his recently 
published book The Cause of All Nations: An International 
History of the American Civil War. 
FREE; Reservations required.

May 7, 2016; 10am – 11am
Civil War Tech – Balloons
Library
Considered by some to be a useless newfangled eccentricity, 
gas balloons proved their worth by providing a bird’s eye view 
of the enemy’s resources and movements. Can you make a 
balloon that floats? 
Ages 8-12 welcome. FREE; Reservations required. 

May 10, 2016; 11am – 1pm
Family Day
Museum or Library 
Looking for another reason to come to the ALPLM? Look no 
further! Join us on the tenth of each month for family friendly 
fun. Visit our website to learn more about this month’s theme. 
Events at the Museum require Museum Admission. 
Events at the Library are free.

May 13 – August 31, 2016
Art in the Atrium
Library Atrium
In collaboration with the Sangamon Watercolor Society, ALPLM 
will host a display of original works from local and area artists. 
FREE.

May 13 – 14, 2016
Governor’s Conference on Jim Thompson
Library 
Governor Jim Thompson served as the state’s chief 
executive from 1977 through January, 1991, making him 
the longest-serving governor in the state’s history, and still 
a very popular figure in Illinois. The Governor Thompson 
Conference will feature a series of panel discussions and 
presentations highlighting the accomplishments and challenges 
during Governor Thompson’s administration. See www.
presidentlincoln.illinois.gov for more information.

February 12, 2016; 9am – 5pm
Lincoln’s Birthday
Museum
We will commemorate Lincoln’s birthday with Living History 
characters, musicians, including the 10th Illinois Volunteer 
Cavalry Regiment Band, and other special events.  We will 
also put on display three special objects from our Lincoln 
Vault.  Through the end of 2016, view Lincoln’s famous top 
hat and Mary’s music box.  For a limited time, from February 
12 through February 28, we will have on public display the 
Gettysburg Address written in Lincoln’s own hand. 
FREE Admission Day

February 12 – December 31, 2016
Children’s Art Contest
Museum
On display are the selected entries to the ALPLM Children’s Art 
Contest from throughout the state.

February 14, 2016; 10am – 1pm 
Junior Blues Family Day Event
Library Atrium
Got Ice, Got Hockey? We Have History! Come meet your 
2015-2016 Springfield Junior Blues Team. Join in the fun with 
interactive games, stories, and much more. 
Free Library event. Museum admission discount 
available for attending event.

February 16, 2016; Ballet: 10:15am and 12:15pm; Folk 
Dance: 11:30am and 1:20pm
Leap into Lincoln with the Springfield Ballet 
Company
Museum Plaza
Leap into Lincoln is an opportunity for fourth and fifth grade 
students to experience, firsthand, the various styles of dance in 
Abraham Lincoln’s lifetime. Students will watch the Springfield 
Ballet Company perform a variety of dance styles from 1809 
to 1865, including segments of ballets from the Romantic 
era (Giselle, La Sylphide, and Pas de Quatre), stately court 
dances, and American folk dances (reels, jigs, square dance, 
and African slave dance). FREE; Reservations required. 

February 28, 2016
Illinois Gallery
Undying Words exhibit closes.

March 3, 2016; 6pm
Book Signing and Discussion
Union Theater
Stephen Harrigan will sign copies and then discuss his new 
book, A Friend of Mr. Lincoln.  The author paints a portrait 
of Abraham Lincoln during his early life in Springfield in the 
mid-1800s.  This historically accurate novel provides a moving 
portrayal of Lincoln as a young man in the early frontier city.  
FREE; Reservations required. 

March 5, 2016; 10am – 11am
Civil War Tech – Gatling Guns
Library
This rapid fire weapon was a predecessor to the machine gun, 
and it was first used during the Civil War. Using rubber bands 
and other household items, we’ll explore the physics behind 
this modern invention. 
Ages 8-12 welcome. FREE; Reservations required. 

January 10, 2016; 10am – 1pm
Family Day
Museum or Library  
Looking for another reason to come to the ALPLM? Look no 
further! Join us on the tenth of each month for family friendly 
fun. This month we’ll make 19th century toys from items you 
use around the house—just like kids did in the 1800s. 
Events at the Museum require Museum Admission. 
Events at the Library are free.

January 15 – April 30, 2016 
Art in the Atrium
Library Atrium
In collaboration with three area art groups, the ALPLM will host 
a display of original works from local and area artists. FREE.

January 18, 2016; 9am – 5 pm
Community Day/Not-for-Profit Day
Museum
On Martin Luther King Day, all not-for-profit organizations 
may visit the museum free of charge. Groups must book via 
the Springfield Convention and Visitors Bureau. Various local 
community service groups will be featured. As well, ALPLM 
is partnering with the Boys and Girls Clubs of Central Illinois 
with its Let’s Have a Ball program. Entire families can visit the 
museum for just $10 if they bring a new basketball or volleyball 
to help support the Boys & Girls Clubs stock their equipment 
room. If you become a member, get $10 off for donating a new 
basketball or volleyball.

January 21, 2016; 6pm
Book Signing and Discussion
Union Theater
Author Bernie Sieracki will sign copies and then discuss his 
newly published book, A Just Cause: The Impeachment and 
Removal of Governor Rod Blagojevich. 
FREE; Reservations required. 

February 6, 2016; 10am – 11am
Civil War Tech – Ironclads
Library
During the Civil War, both the Union and the Confederacy 
clamored for ships with metal armor—Ironclads—that offered 
better protection than the age-old wooden ship. Today we’ll 
build our own “ships” and put them to the test! 
Ages 8-12 welcome. FREE; Reservations required.

February 10, 2016; 11am – 1pm
Family Day
Museum or Library
Looking for another reason to come to the ALPLM? Look no 
further! Join us on the tenth of each month for family friendly 
fun. In honor of Lincoln’s birthday, make a Lincoln top hat and 
other presidential crafts you can take home. 
Events at the Museum require Museum Admission. 
Events at the Library are free.

Open Now - February 28, 2016
Undying Words: Lincoln 1858-1865
Illinois Gallery
An all–new exhibit, in collaboration with the Chicago History 
Museum, featuring original versions of Lincoln’s most famous 
speeches, plus some eye–poppers: Abraham and Mary’s 
carriage, his death–bed, an 8–foot–tall ‘Rail Splitter’ portrait, 
and interactives. “Undying Words” is generously sponsored in 
part by Archer Daniels Midland Company.

Open Now
From History to Hollywood: Sets and Costumes 
from Steven Spielberg’s Lincoln
Union Station, across from the Museum
See www.PresidentLincoln.illinois.gov for ticket 
information.

December 4, 2015 – May 31, 2016 
From the Stacks: St. Mary’s School for Girls
Ghost Queue
This temporary exhibit features items from the presidential 
library’s Illinois collection that highlight a prestigious small 
college called St. Mary’s School for Girls, which operated from 
1868 to 1935 in Knoxville, Illinois. 

January 1, 2016 – New Year’s Day – CLOSED

January 3, 10, 17, 18, 24, and 31, 2016
Let’s Have a Ball
Furthering our commitment to the community, the 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum is partnering with 
the Boys and Girls Clubs of Central Illinois. Every Sunday in 
January of 2016 and on Monday, January 18, 2016, entire 
families can visit the museum for just $10 if they bring a new 
basketball or volleyball to help support the Boys & Girls Clubs 
stock their equipment room. If you become a member, get $10 
off for donating a new basketball or volleyball.

January 8, 2016; noon
Treasures Gallery Reopens

January 9, 2016; 10am – 11
Civil War Tech – Submarines
Library
Under the pressure of the United States Navy, the Confederacy 
turned to Captain Horace Hunley’s hand-cranked submarine 
to break through an impermeable blockade. Can you create 
a waterproof submersible? Ages 8-12 welcome. FREE; 
Reservations required. 

June – October, 2016; 10am & 1:30pm (2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays)
Scholarship meets Showmanship (Walking Tour)
Join us on a 45 minute walking tour of the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Complex. See firsthand why the creator of 
the museum, Bob Rogers of BRC Imagination Arts, describes 
us as an institution where “Scholarship meets Showmanship.” 
How does Union Station relate to Lincoln? Discover just how 
much history is held within the library walls. The tour will begin 
and end at the Information Desk in the museum. 
FREE; Reservations required.

June – August, 2016; 10am & 1:30pm (Tuesdays only)
Abe and Mary: Quite Contrary (Walking Tour)
Museum Gateway
Join us on this one-hour walking tour encompassing Abe and 
Mary’s turbulent relationship, from a failed engagement to 
becoming President and First Lady. Along the way, we will 
reveal the places and people that helped their relationship 
blossom, and occasionally, drove them apart. 
FREE Tour: Admission not required.

June 3 – November 30, 2016
Ghost Queue
From the Stacks: Three Items Unveiled
This temporary exhibit features three special items from the 
Presidential Library’s Illinois collection.

June 4, 2016; 10am – 11am
Civil War Tech – Germy Germs
Library
What exactly are germs and how do they spread disease?  
Today we’ll learn about the fascinating and sometimes gross 
lives of germs. 
Ages 8-12 welcome. FREE; Reservations required. 

June 9, 2016; 6pm
Illinois Gallery
Members Only Exhibit Preview—Rare and 
Rarely Seen 
Reservations required. Visit www.presidentlincoln.
illinois.gov

June 10 – December 31, 2016
Illinois Gallery
Rare and Rarely Seen
The Illinois Gallery in the museum will feature a collection of 
rare objects, manuscripts, and documents from the presidential 
library’s diverse collection of Illinois history, as well as the 
stories that bring these historical treasures to life. 

June 10, 2016; 11am – 1pm
Family Day
Museum or Library 
Looking for another reason to come to the ALPLM? Look no 
further! Join us on the tenth of each month for family friendly 
fun. Visit our website to learn more about this month’s theme. 
Events at the Museum require Museum Admission. 
Events at the Library are free.

July 4, 2016; Independence Day; noon
Plaza
Reading of the Declaration of Independence and celebration of 
our nation’s 240th birthday.

2016




