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The “Bixby Letter” is one of the most controversial documents in the Lincoln canon.  It 
was written on November 21, 1864, at the request of Massachusetts Governor John A. 
Andrew.  Its authorship, however, has been the subject of dispute.  William Schouler, the 
adjutant general of Massachusetts, delivered the letter to Lydia Bixby, a widowed mother 
of five sons killed in the Civil War.  A Boston newspaper, the Transcript, published the 
text of the letter on November 25, 1864.  The letter has received renewed attention in 
recent years since it was featured prominently in the Steven Spielburg movie Saving 
Private Ryan. 
 
The original letter has apparently been lost or destroyed.  “Reproductions”—apparently 
created by connecting tracings of Lincoln’s handwriting from other documents—have 
been commercially printed and widely sold and distributed since at least 1891. 
 
A transcription of the letter as found in the Boston newspaper is in Roy P. Baslar, ed, 
_The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln_, Vol. 8, pp. 116-17.  On the internet, the 
same transcription can be found in the Abraham Lincoln Association’s Collected Works 
Online at: 
 
www.hti.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-
idx?c=lincoln;cc=lincoln;type=simple;rgn=div1;q1=Bixby;singlegenre=All;view=text;su
bview=detail;sort=occur;idno=lincoln8;node=lincoln8%3A255  . 
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of publication): 
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Vertical File—“Facsimilies—Bixby Letter” 
 
[File contains numerous examples of “reproductions”] 
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