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The Flames Caught Us
Cherry Mine 1909
A Bibliography

This bibliography includes titles from the collections of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum

(ALPLM), the OCLC WorldCat online catalog, and documented Internet resources. Bibliographic entries with
call numbers in bold print are from the ALPLM collections. Descriptive paragraphs for some of the works
listed in this bibliography come from the OCLC record. Please check your local library for these and other
related materials.

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum. Audio-Visual Department. Five folders hold 200 black

and white photographs and 12 postcards which include views of the Cherry Mine disaster, the survivors,
rescue operations, the morgue, the coroner’s jury deliberations, and funerals.

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum. Newspaper Microfilm Department. Many Illinois

newspapers reporting on the Cherry Mine Disaster can be found on microfilm in the library’s
Newspaper Microfilm Collection. Reels of microfilm are available through inter-library loan.

Bicknell, Ernest Percy. The Story of Cherry. An Account of the Great Disaster of November 13, 1909, and the
Measures of Relief and Rehabilitation Employed. Washington, D.C.: American Red Cross, 1911.
RD896/B583s

Bluemer, R. G. Fire Below! : The Cherry Mine Disaster. Granville, Illinois: Grand Village Press, 2007. This
book provides factual information on the Cherry Mine disaster collected from newspapers, interviews,
personal published accounts of the miners, and inquest testimony in 1909-1910. RD896/B658f

Buck, Frank P. The Cherry Mine Disaster. Chicago: M. A. Donohue, 1910. RD896/B922c

Bureau County, Illinois Coroner’s Report of the Investigation of the Cherry Mine Disaster, Dec. 2, 1909-Jan. 4,
1910. Records, 1909-1910. Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum. Manuscripts
Department. SC 2205. This small collection includes correspondence and information regarding the

Cherry Relief Commission and the United Mine Workers of America.
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Caldwell, Edward E. Cherry Mine Reference Material. DVD Collection. Princeton, Illinois: E. E. Caldwell,

2007. This DVD set provides information on the Cherry Mine disaster from newspapers, articles,
brochures, coroner’s inquest, mining reports, legal documents, correspondence, photos, and the book,
The Cherry Mine Disaster by F. P. Buck. There are over 500 photos in this collection from ¢1909-1975.
ALPLM DVD 3.

Cartlidge, Oscar. Rules to Be Observed in Case of Mine Fires and Explosions. Springfield, Illinois: Illinois
Mine Fire Fighting and Rescue Station Commission, 1913. Following the Cherry Mine disaster, the state
of Illinois established the Commission on Mine Fire Fighting and Rescue Stations in the Coal Fields in
1910. Teams of rescue workers were trained to be dispatched in pre-equipped rail cars to assist in rescue
efforts at mine accidents throughout the state. With the establishment of the Illinois Department of
Mines and Minerals in 1917, these responsibilities were transferred to the new Department. Twenty page
book includes check-lists of mine rescue supplies. Held by the Illinois State Library.

The Cherry Coal Mine Disaster: News Articles from the Daily Review, Decatur, Illinois. Transcribed by Nancy
Piper. Unknown date of creation. Genealogy Trails: Bureau County History and Genealogy. 26 October
2009. <http://www.genealogytrails.com/ill/bureau/History/CherryCoalMine/index.html >.

Cherry Relief Commission. The Work of the First Year of the Cherry Relief Commission. “This report was
prepared for the commission by Mr. J. E. Williams, vice-chairman.” [Chicago? 1911?]. 1G896/C522w

Cherry Relief Commission. Report of the Cherry Relief Commission from Period for June 15, 1910, to
December 31, 1914. Prepared by James Mullenbach, Superintendent. Chicago: Cherry Relief
Commission, 1915. 1G896/C522r

Clark, Keith, folk-singer. Ballads of La Salle County, Illinois: The Story of Ottawa, Illinois. Washington, D. C.:
Folkways Records, ca.1990s. Sound recording: Compact disc 1 sound disc (29 min.): digital, 4 % in.
Includes: The Cherry Mine Disaster. Located at Lake Forrest College Library.

Clark, Keith, folk-singer. Ballads of La Salle County, Illinois: The Story of Ottawa, Illinois. [Washington, D.
C.: Smithsonian Folkways, 2000s, 1957].Sound recording: Compact disc 1 sound disc: digital, 4 % in.
Includes: The Cherry Mine Disaster (3:19). Located at Helen M. Plum Memorial Library, Lombard,
Illinois; Illinois Wesleyan University, Bloomington; and Reddick Library, Ottawa, Illinois.

Clark, Keith, folk-singer. Ballads of La Salle County, Illinois: The Story of Ottawa, Illinois. New York:
Folkways Records, 1957. Sound recording: 1 sound disc: analog, 33 1/3 rpm; 10 in. Includes: Cherry
Mine Disaster. ALPLM has program notes and text only. YP896/C5936.
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Cotton, Dean. Oneness: Angiolina: The 1909 Cherry Mine Disaster. Bloomington, Indiana: Author House,
2004. RG896/C8510

[Demichelis, Anton]. Memorial of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Cherry Mine Disaster, November 13, 1909-
1959. [Peru, Illinois: St. Bede Abbey Press, 1959]. RD896/D378m

Donna, Peter. Cherry Mine Disaster and Coal Mining. An oral history interview by Donald Norris, La Moille,

Illinois, May 1975. Ottawa, lllinois: Starved Rock Library System, 1975. Original at the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum. Audio-Visual Department. Sound recording: non-music:

Interviews: Cassette tape 1 sound cassette, on one side (42 min.): analog, 1 7/8ips, 1 transcript (22 p.).

Elliott, Sarah Barnwell (1848-1928). An Epoch-Making Settlement Between Labor and Capital; a Compilation
Made from Letters, Reports and Official Statements Regarding the Cherry Mine Disaster.... Reprinted
from the Forensic Quarterly for June, 1910. Sewanee, Tennessee: The University of the South Press,
1910. Also available on microfiche and microfilm at other locations. HFK/E46e

Federal Writers Project. (Box) Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum. Manuscripts Department.

Box 13, Cherry Folder. In this folder are multiple summaries of the disaster, a mention of
commemorative activities held during the 1930’s, and a hand-drawn map of the relationship between the
location of mine buildings and the cemetery. An inventory is available with folder level control in the
library’s manuscript reading room.

Fliege, Stu. Tales and Trails of Illinois. Urbana, Illinois: University of Illinois Press, 2002. Includes a chapter
entitled “Illinois’s Worst Coal Mine Disaster: The Cherry Mine Fire.” F896/F621t

Illinois. Board of Administration. Report to His Excellency, Edward F. Dunne, Governor of Illinois by Board of
Administration: Disbursement $100,000 Appropriation for Relief of Cherry Mine Sufferers.
[Springfield, Illinois: Illinois] Board of Administration, 1914. Provides information on the $100,000
disbursement for victims of the St. Paul coal mine disaster, which occurred on November 13, 1909, in
Cherry, Illinois. Also includes a list of the victims with the names of their beneficiaries. Held at the
Illinois State Library.

Illinois. Bureau of Labor Statistics. Report on the Cherry Mine Disaster. Issued by the State Board of
Commissioners of Labor, David Ross, Secretary.... Springfield, Illinois: Illinois State Journal Co.,
State Printers, 1910. F896.5/B95re

Illinois. Bureau of Labor Statistics; Open Content Alliance. Report of the Cherry Mine Disaster. Internet
Resource in PDF format at <http://hdl.handle.net/10111/UIUCOCA:reportoncherrymiQOQilli >.
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Originally published by the State Board of Commissioners of Labor under the title of Report of the

Cherry Mine Disaster. Springfield, Illinois: Illinois State Journal Co., State Printers, 1910. 26 October
2009.

Illinois. Department of Mines and Minerals. A Compilation of the Reports of the Mining Industry of Illinois:
From the Earliest Records to the Close of the Year 1930. John G. Millhouse, Director, Department of
Mines and Minerals. Twenty-Ninth Annual Coal Report, 1910. “The Cherry Mine Disaster,” pages 459-
526. Springfield, Hllinois: [s.n.], [1931]. F896.5/D428c/1910

Illinois. Mine Rescue Station Commission. Mine Rescue Station Commission of the State of Illinois: Report to
the Governor and General Assembly of Work Accomplished.... 3 vol. Springfield, Illinois: Illinois State
Journal, 1910-1917. Following the Cherry Mine disaster, the Illinois Commission on Mine Fire Fighting
and Rescue Stations in Coal fields was created on March 4, 1910. Regional rescue stations were
established at LaSalle, Benton and Springfield, Illinois; rescue train cars were equipped for quick mine
disaster response; and safety training classes were provided at Illinois mines. When the Illinois Civil
Administrative Code of 1917 created the Department of Mines and Minerals, the responsibilities for
mine rescue were transferred to that Department. Held at the Illinois State Library.

Illinois. Mining Investigation Commission. Proceedings of the Joint Session of the Illinois Mining Investigation
Commission and the Illinois Inspectors of Mines at Cherry, Illinois, in Conjunction with the Coroner at
the Inquest on the Bodies of the Victims of the St. Paul Mine Disaster. Chicago: Neil Satterlee
Convention and Press Reporter, [1909]. Microfilm

Koyak, Mary. Cherry Mine Disaster and Life and Life in Spring Valley. An oral history interview by Kerrie
Johnson, Princeton, Illinois, July 1975. Ottawa, Illinois: Starved Rock Library System, 1975. Sound
recording: Non-music: Interviews: Cassette tape, 1 sound cassette, on one side (19 min.): analog, 1 7/8
ips, mono. Not available at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum.

McDonald. Duncan McDonald Papers, 1894-1961. ( Box) Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum.

Manuscripts Department. McDonald was president of the United Mine Workers of America, District

of Illinois. Box 2 contains an account of his experiences at Cherry and an accountant’s report of the
relief commission for June 5, 1910-December 31, 31, 1922. An inventory is available with folder level
control in the library’s manuscript reading room.

Menietti, Celestino. The Cherry Mine Disaster and Coal Mining. An oral history interview by Helen Hayner,

Taylorville, Illinois, September, 1975. Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum. Audio-
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Visual Department. Original sound recording: Non-music: Interviews: Cassette tape 2 sound cassettes,

on three sides (111 min.): analog, 1 7/8ips, 2 track, mono. 1 transcript (62 p.). Ottawa, Illinois: Starved
Rock Library System, 1975.

Oglesby Family Papers, 1845-1938. (Box). Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum. Manuscripts
Department. John Dean Gillett Oglesby, Box 30. An inventory is available with folder level control in
the library’s manuscript reading room.

Pauley, Jeffrey W. The Cherry Mine Disaster and Its Impact on State and Federal Legislation. Thesis (M.A.) —
Illinois State University, 1995. Held at Illinois State University at Normal and University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign.

Pierard, Jule. Operation of Cherry Mine, Cherry, Ill., and the Cherry Mine Disaster. An oral history interview
by Leila Anderson, La Moille, Illinois, July 1975. Ottawa, Illinois: Starved Rock Library System, 1975.

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum. Audio-Visual Department. Sound recording:

Non-music: Interviews: Cassette tape 1 sound cassette, on two sides (70 min.): analog, 1 7/8ips, mono.,
1 transcript.

Quartaroli, Antenore. The Great Cherry Mine Disaster November 13", 1909, Described by Antenore Quartaroli
One of the Survivors of the 21 buried alive for 8 days in the Mine. Published in both English and Italian
editions. Chicago: La Parola Printing and Publishing House, 1910.

Rankine, Thomas. William H. Clelland, the Hero of the Cherry Mine Catastrophe. St. Louis: Con. P. Curran
Publishing Company, n.d. Held at Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville, Lovejoy Library,
Special Collections.

Sherman. Lawrence Y. Sherman Papers. (Box) Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum.

Manuscripts Department. The former lieutenant governor was the president of the Illinois State Board

of Administration controlling 17 state charities. Box 138 of his papers include minutes of several Cherry
Relief Committee meetings, as well as 3 copies of the booklet “Work of the First Year of the Cherry
Relief Commission.” An inventory is available with folder level control in the library’s manuscript
reading room.

Stewart, W. S. Price of Coal Paid by the Love Family and Other Scottish Miners at Cherry Mine Disaster
llinois on 13™ November 1909. Sandbach, Cheshire, U.K.: W. S. Stewart, 2009. RD896/S852p
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Story of the Great Cherry Coal Mine Disaster. Adapted from an article by Steven Stout in The Journal of the

Illinois State Historical Society 72, no. 1 (February 1979): 57-69. Creation date unknown. The Illinois
Labor History Society. 26 October 2009. < http://www.kentlaw.edu/ilhs/cherrymi.htm >.

Stout, Steve. The Cherry Mine Disaster. Graphic novel illustrated by Jason Kotecki. Utica, Illinois: Utica
House Pub. Co., 1999. YF896/S889c.

Stout, Steve. Black Damp: The Story of the Cherry Mining Disaster: A Novel. Utica, Illinois: Utica House Pub.
Co., [1979]. YF896/S889b

Tintori, Karen. Trapped: The 1909 Cherry Mine Disaster. New York: Atria Books, 2002. RD896/T593t

Tutaj, Raymond Jr., ed. Cherry Coal Mine Disaster (Atonal Music Background). 28 June 2008. YouTube. 26
October 2009. < http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MOCcCNQuEtLkI >.

Tutaj, Raymond Jr., ed. Cherry Coal Mine Disaster. 11 November 2006. YouTube. 26 October 2009. <

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQ7HSCuelBw >.

Tutaj, Raymond Jr. Cherry Sunset. MP3 album. “Music inspired by the Cherry Mine Disaster of November 13,
1909, in Cherry, Illinois.” Guitar music composed and performed by Ray Tutaj Jr.

United Mine Workers of Illinois. The Cherry Mine Disaster. Report of Duncan McDonald, President of, and
Seymour Stedman, Attorney for, the United Mine Workers of Illinois, Based Upon the Independent
Investigation Conducted by the Organization during the Months of September and December, 1909, and
January, 1910, and Adopted by the Executive Board. Available in print and on microfilm. [Chicago:
Campbell Co., Printers, 1910]. RD896/U58c

White, Thomas. “Eight Days in a Burning Mine.” Told by Thomas White, and set down by Louis Murphy.
Illustrated by Steven Spurrier. From The World Magazine. October 1911. United States Department of
Labor: Mine and Safety Health Administration. 26 October 20009.
< http://www.msha.gov/CENTURY/MAG/MAGCVR.asp >.

Williams. John Elias Williams Papers, 1856, 1898-1925 [1909-1919]. (Box) Abraham Lincoln Presidential

Library and Museum. Manuscript Department. (Box + BV + Oversize). Williams was a Streator

resident who was instrumental in mediating a financial settlement for the families of deceased miners
following the Cherry Mine disaster in 1909. Papers are arranged in chronological order. An inventory

with folder level control is available in the library manuscripts reading room.
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