
 

 

 
Gardening Resources, ca.1850-1860 
Gwen Podeschi 
 
Burr, Fearing.  The Field and Garden Vegetables of America.  Containing full  

descriptions of nearly eleven hundred species and varieties; with directions for propagation, culture, and 
use; illustrated.  Boston:  J.E. Tilton and Company, 1865 (c1863).* 

 
Culpeper, Nicholas.  Culpeper’s Complete Herbal.  London:  Thomas Kelly, 1824.   

QC  C968c  1824 
 
Downing, Andrew Jackson.  A Treatise on the Theory and Practice of Landscape  

Gardening, Adapted to North America; with a View to the Improvement of Country Residences.  Fourth 
edition, enlarged, revised, and newly illustrated.  New York:  George P. Putnam, 1849.*  WE  D751t 

 
_____________.  Rural Essays.  Edited, with a memoir of the author, by George William  

Curtis, and a letter to his friends by Frederika Bremer.  New York:  Leavitt & Allen, c1853.*  RI  751r 
 
Favretti, Rudy J. and Joy Putnam Favretti.  Landscapes and Gardens for Historic  

Building:  a Handbook for Reproducing and Creating Authentic Landscape Settings.  Nashville, TN:  
American Association for State and Local History, 1978.  WE  F277l 

 
Fessenden, Thomas Green.  The American Kitchen Gardener; Containing Practical  

Directions for the Culture of Vegetables.  Also, Garden Fruits, Strawberry, Raspberry, Gooseberry, 
Currants, Melons, etc.  Revised from the 35th Edition, and adapted to the use of families by a practical 
gardener.  New York:  C.M. Saxton and Company, 1856 (c1852).* 

 
Francis, Simeon.  “On Practical Gardening in Illinois.”  In Transactions of the Illinois  

State Agricultural Society, Volume III, 1857-58.  Springfield, IL:  Bailhache & Baker, 1859.**  (Pages 
501-511)  F896.5  D4t  v. 3  1857-58 

 
Loudon, John Claudius.  The Villa Gardener:  Comprising the Choice of a Suburban  

Villa Residence.  London:  W.S. Orr & Co., 1850.  RI  L886v   
 
Loudon, Mrs.  Gardening for Ladies; and Companion to the Flower Garden.  Second  

American, from the third London edition.  Edited by A. J. Downing, author of Landscape Gardening:  
Cottage Residences.  New York:  John Wiley, 1849 (c1843).*   RI  L886g  1849 

 
Perrin, William Henry, ed.  History of Alexander, Union and Pulaski Counties, Illinois.   

Chicago:  O.L. Baskin & Co., 1883.  (Part II, Chapter X, pp. 334-352).   
F896  A2  P45h  1883 (1964)  Reading Room 

Prairie Farmer.  Chicago:  Prairie Farmer Publishing Company, 1841-current.   
RG.7  P89 Oversize 

 



 

 

Schenck, Peter Adam.  The Gardener’s Text-Book:  Containing Practical Directions  
upon the Formation and Management of the Kitchen Garden; and for the Culture and Domestic Use of 
Its Vegetables, Fruits, and Medicinal Herbs.  New York:  Orange Judd & Company, c1851.* 

 
Sumner, Judith.  American Household Botany:  a History of Useful Plants, 1620-1900.   

[Portland, Oregon:  Timber Press, c2004].  NZ83  S956a 
 
Wallace, Samuel Jacob.  “The Prairie Fruit Garden.”  .”  In Transactions of the Illinois  

State Agricultural Society, Volume III, 1857-58.  Springfield, IL:  Bailhache & Baker, 1859.**  (Pages 
512-517).  F896.5  D4t  v. 3  1857-58   

 
Watson, Daryl.  Dooryard Gardens in Early Illinois:  a Guide to Historic Landscape  

Restoration.  Springfield, IL:  Illinois Department of Conservation, Division of Historic Sites, [1984?].  
F896.5  D4174ps  No. 5 

 
*This edition, or one very similar, should be available on the search engine “Google Book,” an advanced option 
of Google. 
 
**The volume of the Transactions of the Illinois State Agricultural Society contains a number of individual 
sections useful to research on gardens of mid-19th century Illinois. 

 
 


