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Manuscript: SC 2357  
(Civilian Conservation Corps reminiscences, 1980.) 
Notes:   
Mr. Gifford's reminiscences about his WWII experiences are in another collection. 
Young man from Newton, Ill. joined the CCC in 1937 and worked for six months in Michigan and Illinois with 
the Forestry Service and then another 18 months in Lawrenceville and Paris, Ill. He had had one year of college 
and after six months with the CCC, he went back to school but due to financial problems he returned to the 
CCC. He served in the kitchen at the camp in Lawrenceville, Ill. and then in Paris, Ill. as assistant to the 
education leader, teaching history and a bible class. He left the CCC in 1940 and joined the army. 
Summary:   
Two essays concerning his experiences with the CCC. The first is an overview of the CCC: how it was set up, 
the military type hierarchy, how it worked, its purpose, what it did, where it was done and who did it. The 
second essay gives his personal experiences at Camp Skokie Valley in Illinois, Camp Eldorado at Roscommon, 
Michigan, and at Lawrenceville and Paris, Ill. Many anecdotes about the people he met and the experiences he 
had. 
 
Websites: 
http://www.blackhawkpark.org/History/CCC.html 
(Black Hawk State Historic Site) 
 
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/NaturalResources/cultural/Pages/CCC.aspx 
(Civilian Conservation Corps and Illinois State Parks) 
 
http://genealogytrails.com/ill/afamer_ccc.html 
(Includes names of members and officers) 
 
http://dnr.state.il.us/lands/landmgt/parks/i&m/east/access/ccc.htm 
(Illinois Department of Natural Resources) 
 
http://www.justinmuseum.com/famjustin/cccbio.html 
(Alphabetical list of CCC men from all states, links to biographies) 
 
http://www.lib.niu.edu/2009/iht09160231.html 
http://www.lib.niu.edu/1982/ip821110.html 
(Illinois and Michigan Canal) 
 
http://www.lib.niu.edu/1993/ihy930571b.html 
(The Origins of Lake Springfield) 
 
http://www.lib.niu.edu/1973/ip730904.html 
(Forest Preserve District of Du Page County) 
 
Jenny Sawyer, 9/17/2012 


