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Thorp:  As soon as I was big enough to hold a wheel, I drove a tractor. 

DePue: So that was the machinery? 

Thorp: Oh, gosh, my dad had about six tractors and three combines, four 

thrashing machines, two corn shellers, and plows and disks, and he would 

go out and be plowing for farmers and custom work of that type. So I grew 

up on a tractor more than I did feeding hogs or milking the cow. 

DePue: That’s an incredible amount of machinery for that time, I would think. 

Thorp: Oh, it was. It was.  

DePue: And you say he hired himself out to work on other farms, then? 

Thorp: Oh, yeah. He did a lot of custom work for people. We’d have no less than 

two to three hired men. Normally you had a hired man for 160 acres. Of 

course, my dad had about 320, but with the machinery, they were on the 

machinery more than they were on the farm. 

 


