Excerpt from Interview with Winton Solberg
# VR2-A-1L.-2008-076
Interview Date: November 7, 2008
Interviewer: Mark DePue

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other non-commercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential
Library. ‘“Fair use” criteria of Section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976 must be
followed. These materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for
resale or commercial purposes without the authorization from the Audio-Visual
Curator at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street,
Springfield, Illinois 62701. Telephone (217) 785-7955

DePue: Do you remember the day that you heard the news about the atomic bomb?
And what your reaction to that was?

Solberg:  I'm not sure I have a clear memory of the day that it happened.

DePue: When you heard about that later on, did you have a problem with the
Americans doing that?

Solberg:  It’s a hard question to answer in retrospect. In thinking about that question, I
have to give some background. At the end of the war, the Army had a point
system. If you had a lot of points, based on how much time you had spent in
combat or in Germany, you could be discharged from the Army. If you had a
medium number of points, you would stay on in the Army of occupation. I
was in that category. If you had a lesser number of points, you’d be sent from
Europe to the Asian theater. So, as a soldier, I think I knew that the casualties
out in Asia could be very, very large. I don’t remember having a vivid or
strong opinion one way or another. The bomb had to be dropped. This was
just totally unethical._I think those thoughts came later, not so much during
the time itself. as best I can recall.

DePue: Can I ask what your thoughts later, especially as an historian?

Solberg: I went to Nagasaki. I taught in Japan back in 1982. And I went to Hiroshima.
Of course, it really comes down to the fact, I suppose, that if I were Truman,
would I have said, “We have to drop it.” Or would I have not have said that.
Certainly being at Nagasaki and seeing what it did and reading about it and
knowing the aftermath and all that, one feels that it should never have been
dropped, shouldnever have been made. On the other hand, if you’re an
American soldier, if you’re the leader of Americans, how many American
lives do you think you want to risk? I guess I haven’t totally made up my
mind. [ haven’t had to, and therefore, I avoid taking a firm stance on that.



