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Abstract
Sandy Wheeler, Family Memories, FM-V-L-2008-070

Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Sandy Dehner was born on March
12, 1939 in Lincoln Illinois and grew up there, taking every opportunity to use her
considerable singing talents. Shortly after high school she married Bill Wheeler in 1958 and
soon started raising a family and moved to Springfield, Illinois. Sandy worked in a variety of
jobs for the next two decades, and in 1964 also returned to her first love, and became active in
Springfield community theater groups, starring in many musical productions. Over the next
several years, Sandy stayed very busy, with raising a growing family, a working career, and a
variety of charities. She also was very active in local theater, and in 1978 earned a role on the
television mini series “Awakening Land” starring Elizabeth Montgomery. That launched
Sandy’s theatrical career, primarily in stage productions in Chicago and Milwaukee.

In 1978 she began working for the Rail Charity Golf Classic as a secretary. In 1980,
when the tournament board of directors was looking for a new Executive Director, Sandy
applied for the position, and was immediately selected. For the next twenty-seven years, her
life revolved around the tournament, first known as the Rail Classic, and after 1993 as the
State Farm Classic when the Bloomington Illinois-based insurance company became the
tournament’s title sponsor. Over the years, the tournament donated hundreds of thousands to
local charities, even while the purse prize rose steadily, attracting most of the sport’s leading
figures. Among the LPGA’s elite golfers who have played in Springfield are Nancy Lopez, Jo
Anne Carner, Betsy King; Beth Daniel, Pearl Sinn and Annika Sorenstam. The tournament
draws talent from around the world, and has been televised since 1993. Wheeler finally
stepped down from the position in 2005, a year that marked the tournament’s 30th year.
Following that, the tournament experienced significant changes, including a change of venue
from the Rail to Panther Creek Golf Course in Chatham, Illinois, and date changes away from
its traditional Labor Day weekend to dates earlier in the year. At the time of the interview, the
future of the tournament was in doubt, due largely to the economic recession in the United
States.
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Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a transcript of the spoken word, and that the
interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We
leave these for the reader to judge.
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