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DePue: Today is Thursday, December 10, 2009. My name is Mark DePue, the Director
of Oral History at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and |1 am in
Macomb today talking to Ellyn Bartges. Good morning.

Bartges: Good morning.
DePue: Tell us exactly where we are in Macomb.

Bartges: Literally we’re in the Leslie F. Malpass Library—up on the fifth floor in the
quiet room where we can talk uninterrupted—on Western Illinois University’s
campus.

DePue: Why are we here Ellyn?

Bartges: We’re here to discuss an oral history collection that I created as part of my
Master’s program on Illinois High School Girls’ basketball.

DePue: Tell us what your position is here at the University.

Bartges: | am currently an Assistant Equal Opportunity Officer, and it’s part of the
President’s Office. | do a variety of things that you would expect from an
Affirmative Action Officer. | monitor hiring, handle complaints, do
investigations, and provide resources and training, those kinds of things.

DePue: And | understand you are not long for these parts?
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No, I’'m not. We are moving to St. Cloud, Minnesota. I have accepted a
Director position at St. Cloud State University in their Equity and Affirmative
Action Office. | start January 5™ of 2010, so not too many days from now.

Excellent. The reason | wanted to do this interview is because you and | first
encountered each other at the Oral History Association conference down in
Louisville, Kentucky, and you made a presentation about a series of interviews
you conducted. If we could be the archive for that collection of interviews, that
would be great, but I thought it would be very useful to anybody who is
approaching that collection to know a little bit about yourself, why you got into
that in the first place and your reflections on it as well. So I know that you’re
going to be doing more with that in terms of publications, | would think, down
the road. We want to hear your impressions of that firsthand but it’s going to
take us a while to get to that part of the story. So let’s start where I always start.
When and where were you born?

| was born in LaGrange, Illinois, a Sunday, on January 24, 1960.
Okay. And did you grow up in LaGrange?

No, I grew up in Hinsdale, Illinois which is the town one or two over from
LaGrange.

What were your parents doing for a living?

My mother was a speech pathologist and she was also the Director of
Admissions at the Avery Cooley School in Downers Grove, which is a private
school for gifted children. My father worked with a large orthopedic group up
on the north side of Chicago, the Strauss Surgical Group. His graduate degree
was in physical therapy from the University of lowa but he probably did what
would today be called a physician’s assistant, long before that ever even came
to be.

Something of a pioneer in that field?

Very much so I think. I’m not exactly sure. He did a lot of different things. He
did cast work. They let him work in surgery. They let him do a lot of stuff,
such as, he took histories and worked up patients. Some of the same stuff that
these people do now but it certainly wasn’t called that. I don’t know that he
ever had a title.

Okay. Did you have any siblings?

| have one brother, Kurt Bartges. He is two and a half years older than me.
And he lives in Ramsey, Minnesota.

Okay. What was it like growing up in the Bartges family?
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It was very competitive (laugh). Even though my Mom never played sports, she
was always pretty game to try things, usually to her detriment. | can remember
one time I wanted to play catch and my brother wasn’t around and my Dad
wasn’t around. She said she would play with me. I didn’t think about using a
baseball; I just assumed everybody could catch. | could catch. 1 had been
taught how to do those things and my Mom put my Dad’s mitt on and the ball
hit her right in the face. She didn’t know how to use the mitt. That was a very
short lived game of catch. But we’re very competitive, you know, cards ...
everything was Kill or be killed. There was not a lot of mercy, so my parents
didn’t let us win at things. My Dad was a collegiate football player. He was the
quarterback and the punter at the West Virginia University and played baseball.
He was drafted by the Dodgers and the Pirates and one of his funniest stories
was when he went to Dodger training camp ...

What was his name?
Kent Bartges.
Okay. Go ahead.

He was a first baseman—he’s a lefty — and he went to Dodgers training camp.
The first day he got hit with a line drive in the face and had all of his front teeth
knocked out. He said the trainer came out with a bucket, swished his teeth
around—you know, picked them out of the dirt—swished his teeth around in the
bucket and jammed them back up into his face. His teeth were fine. | mean he
was in his fifties before he needed dentures or whatever you call them, bridges.
But at that point he decided he’d better go back to school, which was probably a
good idea.

You mean he didn’t spend much time in the pros?
No. (laugh)
After that, that was the end of it?

That was enough for him. I don’t remember who he said hit the ball, but he said
he really got plastered and he realized he didn’t have the reactions he needed to
survive at that distance. So, you know, he was very much about exposing us to
sports. Whether it was outdoor sports, athletics — you know, there’s a difference
between sports and athletics — and he wanted us to be competitive. | mean he
came from a generation that felt that competitiveness was what made Americans
great and he still believes that.

Was he ever in the military?

No. He was 4F’d for the Korean War.
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Okay. You talk about how competitive you all were. | have this vision of your
Dad in the backyard throwing the ball to you.

That’s a good vision except his perception of girls in sports — he was willing to
let me play around but he wasn’t interested in training me. So, not like you see
Dads today that are really invested in their daughters and they go and do the
softball circuit or do the summer basketball AAU [Amateur Athletic Union]
thing. | was a retriever, because my Dad was a kicker. He wanted my brother
to be a kicker and so | always got to shag balls or be the catcher, you know. If
Dad was throwing to Kurt, | had to play catcher and get the ball back to him so
that Kurt could have hitting practice. So it was sort of a crude batting cage. My
reward was always—say in batting practice | would get five pitches at the end
when Kurt was done and they were ready to go—my Dad says Okay, you get
five pitches. It doesn’t matter where they are or how bad they are or anything
else. If you hit them, you hit them. If you look at it, that’s one of your pitches.
So I learned very young how to hit. | could get my bat on anything and when |
was coaching, my players used to try and make me miss a ball. But I can get
my bat on just about anything.

And the same with kicking. | loved to kick a football, loved it. And I got
three kicks and it was the last three because my brother would kick the balls and
I would be out shagging them, you know, fifty yards away and then instead of
running them back or throwing them back, I was allowed to kick them. | could
kick them back to my Dad and my brother. But that was his idea of me being
athletic. We grew up swimming competitively and that was acceptable for girls.

Okay.
And that was okay but that wasn’t something that we did as a family.
Was Kurt very athletic as well?

Not like my Dad, not up to my Dad’s standards; | know he always struggled
with it. He tried.

He being Kurt, or he being your Dad?

Both of them actually. My Dad expected Kurt to be a better athlete than he was
because he had better access to healthcare. He had better access to food. |
mean, my Dad grew up in the Depression and so he used to talk about the food
that they used to have. And my brother is a big guy. My Mom’s Dad was huge
— six four — and my brother is big. He’s six four. So my Dad saw him, big kid,
he thought, Wow, you know, he could do something. And we were both
ambidextrous. But Kurt, he didn’t have that killer instinct. He still doesn’t.
And his kids are like that. 1 talk to him about his own kids. He says, I don’t
want to expose them to that, what we were exposed to. So, it was a very
negative kind of competitiveness for him.
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Did you resent the fact that Kurt was getting a lot more attention in that respect
than you were?

I don’t think I would put it that way at that point in time. I wouldn’t put it that
way now. | think that I tried very hard to take advantage of what little
opportunity existed for me. So if my Dad said | had five pitches, | was going to
make sure | hit all five of them to show him that | could do it. And if | could
kick three balls, then | was going to kick them farther than what my brother
kicked them. So, it wasn’t really so much about my Dad. It was about
competition between my brother and I. Always has been.

So there was tension there?
I suppose. I don’t know that I viewed it that way.
A typical sibling rivalry?

No, my brother and | were very close. To me there was no rivalry. To have a
rivalry you have to have competition; from my perspective, I didn’t view him as
competition.

Why not?
Because | was better than him.
Did your Dad acknowledge that you were a better athlete?

Not in those words. Maybe down the pike he did because | went on to be
involved at a much different level of sport than my brother was. My Dad
became very involved in my sport when | was in high school because | played
on some successful teams and | was a ranked tennis player. | think my Dad had
a different appreciation for that but he never, even to this day, has lost the
perception that, Well, it’s still just for girls. He’s very much a product of his era
in that respect.

Okay. I lost the thread here that I was pursuing but let’s talk about what you did
in high school then. Obviously you were in sports in high school.

Yeah, but that was my first exposure to organized sports. | was a freshman in
1974. I’'m a Title IX child really. Title IX was passed in June of 1972. It’s not
implemented nationally—all the paperwork isn’t really done for at least five or
six years—but I’'m a freshman in 1974 in suburban Chicago so they were ahead
of the curve in Hlinois, the suburban Chicago schools were. When you get
downstate, you didn’t start to see organized sports until 1976, ‘75, ‘76, ‘77. In
Chicago, they started in ‘73. As soon as Title IX was passed some of these big
schools said, Hey, okay, we’re going to add interscholastic sports for girls.
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Were you conscious that Title IX had just passed? Did you know what that
was?

I did, actually. Most people would say that’s ridiculous; you were twelve. But |
was. My Mom was very astute and she was very tuned in to what was going on
politically and we talked about those things. My partner laughs at me because |
can remember as an eight year old in 1968 having conversations with people
about Humphrey — Nixon. So I think it kind of just goes to the fact that I’'m a
historian. | just have that kind of personality and my mother was that way too.
But the sport thing: | was aware of Title IX. I wasn’t sure, I didn’t understand
the legalities. All I knew was now, instead of being told, “No, you can’t play
because you are a girl,” which I ran in to repeatedly in my younger days, now |
knew that I was going to be able to play but I didn’t know what the scope of that
meant.

I’m going to read, very briefly, what the essence of the law states and then let
you explain in more detail. We’1l take kind of an aside here to flesh out what
Title IX was and is, because it’s so important to the rest of our discussion today.
So here’s basically what the law says “No person in the United States shall, on
the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or
be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity
receiving federal financial assistance.”

It’s so simple, so eloquent. | mean it can still almost bring tears to my eyes.
Wow. Why?

My life has been guided by those sixty-four words, thirty-five, I can’t
remember exactly. Everything that I’ve done, personally from a sporting
perspective and professionally, has been guided by that.

Okay. That was the opening of the door, the opportunity.

That’s exactly what it was and when you listen to the interviews of the women
and the two men also that I interviewed in my twenty-six interviews, almost
without exception—almost, | say, because there is one for sure—you will hear
the people talk about throwing open the door, opening a gate, turning on a light.
There’s a lot of different phraseologies, but it all amounts to the same thing that
this was — | think Charlotte West put it best, or maybe Chris Voelz—*Next to
the nineteenth amendment, this is the single most important piece of legislation
affecting women in the United States in the twentieth century.”

And that’s not how most people perceive it, is it?

No. And that really resonates with me because, as | said, | come from a family
that was very politically opinionated. My Mom was a Republican and my
Dad’s a Democrat. I mean they used to fight about stuff and so | grew up with
that. (laugh) I was a very vociferous reader and interested in all these things, so
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that when | participated in them, | recognized those points. Of all the lessons
my mother would teach me, and my grandmother too, the one that was always
most clearly defined was the right to vote. That’s why this comes into Title IX,
because if the right to vote was the most important piece of legislation affecting
women in this country, then Title IX is the second most. You know, that’s why
it’s important. My mother, from the time | was, well, talking Nixon -
Humphrey in 1968 as an eight year old, political awareness started young in our
family. You went to college and you voted and if you were a woman you
better... You know, in Chicago you would vote twice, but, you’d better be
voting—the old joke. There was no excuse, because my mother and her sisters
were the first females in her family, a family that has been here since 1634, who
were born with the right to vote. And that’s a message that was very clearly
sent. | never miss a chance to vote.

You hadn’t mentioned your mother’s name.

My mom’s name was Sandra Sechler Bartges.

Sandra. How do you spell her maiden name?

S-e-c-h-l-e-r.

And you said her family had been here for centuries?

Yeah.

Do you know the story of how they came to the United States?

On a boat (laugh).

That’s about it, huh?

It’s a long story. I don’t know that this is an appropriate setting for that.

Okay. You talked a lot about your parents. I’m curious: who would you say had
the most influence on you growing up?

That’s a hard question. Really, I think there’s an equal amount of influence.
There’s good and bad influence. I’m really a pretty even blend of my parents.
My mother was not a “kill or be killed” kind of person. She was a little more
cerebral than that, but she was competitive in her own way. She was about
intellectual competition. But, I have to say, my father is an alcoholic and that
influenced his interactions with the kids. It was one of those things that you
never knew day-to-day what you would be faced with. Was it the Dad that says,
“Come on, we’re going to go fishing and I want to show you how to do this or
how to do that.” Or is it going to be the Dad that rolls you out of bed at twelve-
thirty at night and says, “Your room is a mess, clean it up.” You know, there
was no way to judge that. So you were always kind of on edge. But | think as a
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result of that | probably learned how to defend myself pretty young and I think
my brother took the brunt of that because he was older and he had different sets
of expectations from my Dad, if nothing else just because he was male.

So a lot of pressure on your brother to be good, to succeed?

Oh yeah. My brother is a very different personality than | am. He was much
more compliant. My Mom taught, so she said, “Okay, if you kids get there
before I do, you sit on the front porch, I’ll be there within ten minutes,” because
that’s how their schedules were. My brother would sit there faithfully. Me,
Wow, Mom’s not home, I’'m gone.

This is the question | wanted to ask about you and your brother before. You
clearly had a stronger competitive drive than your brother; that’s what you’ve
been telling us. Were you more athletically gifted as well?

| would say yes. I don’t know if he would say that. | think if he was honest he
would. He was a very good swimmer and he was a good tennis player. But
those weren’t necessarily sports that my Dad thought were good men’s sports.

Football, baseball.

Football, baseball, basketball. Those were the sports that Dad played and Kurt
could have cared less about basketball. He played football at the high school
level but he hated it. He was miserable. I used to just be pained for him. You
know, he would come home and there was no way he could quit.

Because of your Dad?

Because of my Dad. My Dad would call the coach up and he would be drunk
and he would just bitch that man out about what he was doing. Dad was an
authority on football because he had played at a different level and here’s this
guy who, in my Dad’s eyes, didn’t know his butt from a hole in the ground
when it came to coaching football. So, it was hard for Kurt.

What position did he play?

He was a punter and—Iet’s see, he had an eighty number—so he would have
been a tight end.

Okay. Tell us a little bit about what you did in high school as far as
extracurricular activities.

When | was a freshman, | had never played anything organized, like team
sports. | swam competitively as a younger child because swimming in
Hinsdale, those two things are synonymous. But when I got to high school and
there were all these choices, it’s like, Wow.
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Because of Title 1X?

Because of Title IX. There are no two ways about that. Fall of ‘74 I tried out
for tennis and I made it. Anything ... it kind of goes back to the baseball, being
able to hit anything. What’s a racket? It’s a baseball bat with a bigger head so
how do you not hit a tennis ball? So I played tennis at South for four years on
the varsity. | played varsity my entire career; in every sport that | played I never
played junior varsity anything. | was a doubles player, was a conference
champion. Like I said, | was a ranked tennis player in the state of Illinois. |
think my worse loss came when | played Andrea Jaeger in a tournament up in —
I want to say Winnetka — and that was a surgical excision and she was about —
I’m thinking she was maybe two years younger than me — but, you know, she
went on to a pretty short-lived but effective professional career. She was a good
player. So | was competing at that kind of level with tennis and my brother
played high school tennis. | was with a group of people that went from sport to
sport to sport. And you don’t see it as much anymore. I was a four sport
athlete. You just barely see that. You just don’t see it anymore because
coaches demand that you dedicate yourself to one sport. Instead of being jack
of all trades, master of none, we’re going to make you a master of this.
Philosophically, I struggle with that. | played basketball and we had a very
successful basketball program. | was trying to think what sports | played. The
seasons were different then. Basketball was in the spring, so I played two sports
in the spring. 1 did track and field and then softball and then basketball
overlapped a little bit. So in the fall I only played tennis, but tennis went kind
of late then. We sometimes went in to November for state tournament and stuff.
But those were the four sports that | played.

The coaches were allowing you to kind of overlap these seasons a little bit?

Oh yeah. The coaches of these teams were all physical educators. There was —
I’m trying to think of the coaches that | had — most of them were younger so
they had a different philosophy than some of the older women in physical
education. That’s one of the major themes that I’m working on for my Ph.D. at
the University of Hllinois in sport history. One of the themes is part of the
foundation of the work that I’ll do with my dissertation. But, these younger
women that were coming out of schools out of Illinois and Illinois State and
schools all over the country really, had a different competitive experience than
the older women who had graduated from college in the ‘40s and ‘50s and
moved in to physical education as a means to provide movement but they were
not necessarily in favor of competitive sport.

It sounds like all of your coaches, or most of them, were women.

They all were women. Men weren’t permitted to coach girls when I first started
at the high school level. My senior year ...

And is that an Illinois policy or is that Hinsdale’s policy?
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That was an Illinois policy. It was the IHSA — the Illinois High School
Association. It’s housed out of Bloomington - Normal.

Okay.

When Title IX came about, the women that pushed to have — and these are the
women that | did my interviews with — these women that were refs and
administrators and coaches—through the state physical education association,
basically had control of how they wanted athletics run. Some of them were
some of the younger ones like my coaches that said, “We want competitive
athletics that is similar to the male model” which is a common phrase — the male
model of sport — as opposed to the traditional, classic physical education model
where you had GAA days and play days and sport days that were not
competitive experiences of teams facing each other from other schools.

GAA?
Girls Athletic Association.
Okay.

That was the predecessor to organized interscholastic sports and that’s not just
an Illinois thing. That would have been nationwide, you had GAA.

I apologize for being dense but I’'m not sure I understand the distinction. Could
you lay that out again for us?

Yeah, I get fuzzy with some of it because ... GAA was a way to sort of compete
within the school. Let’s say you had an archery tournament. There was also
something that was called a postal tournament here in Illinois. I don’t know if
other states did it or not. But the GAA — if you had an archery tournament in
your school — so Hinsdale South had an archery tournament for all the girls and
they might be divided up by classes, so freshman, sophomore, junior, senior, or
they might be a combination of classes of freshman, sophomore, junior, senior
or any mix that would compete against each other based on total points. So in
an archery competition—and it’s been a long time since I’ve done archery—you
just don’t even see it anymore, you would have — let’s say there are a thousand
points possible and you had a team or an individual that scored nine hundred
and ninety. You would record that score. The physical education teacher would
certify it and then send it in as part of the postal tournament. Schools all over
the state would send their scores in and then you would have a winner or a
group of people who were ranked the highest. That pre-dates me. 1 did not
participate in that kind of competition but a lot of the people that I talked with in
my interviews and a lot of the people who were involved in bringing
competitive sport to Illinois, experienced that kind of competition and they did
not like it. They thought it was ridiculous.

Competition without actually even meeting each other in the process.

10
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Yeah. You could do it with individual sports like swimming. You would have
that same kind of a thing. You would do swimming and you would send in
times. So, it’s kind of like early cyber competition, you know, you don’t have
to be there. It’s a different model. Sport days, play days, those things —and |
struggle a little bit, 1 should be better at this given my background — but play
days were something that you would have and if you listened to almost all of the
interviews, | ask them about play days and sport days. Play days might be
where you would go and you would have five schools, or four schools come in.
For example, you would have Hinsdale South, Hinsdale Central, Downers
[Grove] South and Downers [Grove] North. Bring all those four schools
together for a basketball event. Take all the girls from those four schools, mix
them up and then let them play each other. So, Hinsdale South didn’t play
Downers South and Hinsdale Central didn’t play Downers North. You had all
of these people mixed up into different teams and they might name the teams —
it’s kind of like around here with the little girls” softball league, they have
names like the Peaches and the Plums and they would label these teams. Okay
the Peaches are going to play the Plums or the Daises are going to play the
Roses.

It almost feels like a YMCA league or something like that.
Yeah, I don’t know much about YMCA,
Okay.

But, this was one way of competing. And then when you got into —and I can’t
remember if they are called sport days or not — and you would have this kind of
experience at the collegiate level, a play day. When they got into, I think it was
sport days, then you start to see a transition so that Hinsdale South played
Downers South, or Illinois State or U of | played Southern Illinois University.
You know, they would play other teams with their teams intact. One of the
things that | was interested in is how quickly after Title 1X did you see a change
from these play days into sport days where there was a competitive situation.
Usually they had tournaments for monetary reasons that you would have
schools from neighboring areas play each other. They actually had a state
championship at the collegiate level where you would have all the schools from
the state that had women’s basketball teams come together and they would do a
round robin tournament. They tried to centrally locate those things so that
people could meet in the middle and expenses would be minimal. | experienced
this myself when | was at lowa State. | played tennis at lowa State, and if you
listen to the stories on the tapes, it’s hard for people who, especially women
who are now playing sports or men who witnessed women’s sports as they exist
now, to think of piling seven people into a station wagon, with all of your
equipment, and driving four hours to a competition. Pile out of the car. Go play
your game or your match or your meet. Eat a sack lunch that you got at the
dorm before you left town to go to the competition and, by the way, you paid
for it because it was part of your meal plan. Then you get in the car and drive

11
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back four hours and be in class the next day. Never stay overnight. Not have
money for meals or very limited funds for that kind of thing. Nowadays that
would be laughable, but that was the experience.

Is this the experience prior to Title IX and that change was imposed?

No, this is the experience post - Title IX. The money didn’t really start to come
into play until early ‘80s. (It happened pre-Title IX too, but after Title IX was
signed into law it took time to implement.)

Okay. | have one specific question about Title 1X, because at the very end of
that phrase it’s talking about these are programs that receive federal financial
assistance. Well, I don’t think that’s going on at a high school level or even a
lot of these colleges, was it?

Oh yeah. Name me a high school, a public high school, that doesn’t get money
from the feds or the state.

Well certainly from the state.

And the state gets money from the federal government for their school programs
so it was “voila,” the line was drawn. The dots were connected.

Then once this law passes in 1972, what’s the implication that’s going on in
your typical high school in Illinois? In the sports program?

Well, first you have to understand that Title 1X was not passed as an athletics
act. Title IX is an educational act. It was designed to provide access to
educational opportunities for women that previously didn’t exist. Law school,
med school, mathematics, science, shop at the high school level. 1 was told |
couldn’t take shop because I was a girl. And that was after Title IX. I didn’t
really want to take shop; I wanted to take woodworking. But, no, I couldn’t do
that. And they still told me that. So Title X is commonly—the perception is
wrong—that this is an athletics act. The people who crafted this — Patsy Mink,
[Congresswoman Patsy T. Mink] Edith Green, [Congresswoman Edith Louise
Starrett Green], [U.S. Senator] Birch Bayh, particularly Bayh and Mink.... | had
the opportunity to meet Birch Bayh a couple of times and the same thing
happened to me the first time | met him as happened to me today here when you
read that. 1 mean | was verklempt. | was like a babbling idiot. | wanted to
thank him for what he had done because what he did impacted my life. He
doesn’t know me but what he did impacted me so much. Bayh and his wife
were like college sweethearts and decided they wanted to be lawyers. They
were going to go to law school. Well, she applied to—I think he said—ten or
twelve law schools. She had higher test scores, better grades, everything better
than him. She got accepted to none and he was accepted to all the schools that
he applied to. He said he could never understand that. Mink is the same way.
She applied to schools and didn’t get in when males were being accepted from
her class that didn’t have the same educational qualifications as she did. So
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there was a motivation for these people to look at education, and Title IX is the
reason why you see so many women veterinarians, so many women physicians,
so many women faculty members and so many other things. Without that law,
we would not be where we are educationally. It did not take long for the people
who were in higher education to say, “Hey, we can make this work for athletics.
All these male sport programs are getting money from appropriated funds, so
why aren’t we?” If that government appropriated money is enabling them to do
these things athletically then we should be able to do it too because of Title IX.
It didn’t take long at all. And when you think about it, I don’t know how well
versed you are in the language of civil rights but the Civil Rights Act of 1964 —
you could almost substitute word-for-word race for the word sex or gender in
that language. And that’s intentional.

Okay, so it expands the boundaries of our understanding of what civil rights is
then.

Very much so.

My understanding of the impact of Title IXX—you can correct me when I’'m
wrong here—is that after Title X, school districts say, Okay, we have to have a
lot more opportunities for women. Technically, it requires an equal number of
opportunities for men and women in these sports. And so you have things like
basketball and tennis and golf and swimming and lots of other opportunities that
maybe weren’t there before or at least weren’t there to the same extent. Would
that be a correct observation?

More or less. There were sports that were more acceptable for girls and women
than others. Primarily individual sports such as swimming, gymnastics, tennis,
archery, golf. Those things were sports — not all of them, but in that genre of
sport — that the people competed in in the state of Illinois prior to Title IX. So,
at the collegiate level, I think there was a collegiate golf championship in 1969
that Southern Illinois University won. | might be wrong on the year but it was
right in that neck of the woods — ‘69 to ‘72, somewhere in there. It didn’t get a
lot of run because the media was not really tuned in to women’s sports and
certainly the LPGA was founded in the ’50s, maybe late ‘40s, and so there was
precedent for women competing in those kinds of sports. Team sports were a
different matter and one of the premises of what I did with my basketball
interviews or collection was, | wanted to know why this team sport, in
particular, basketball, was so late to be added at so many schools. There’s a lot
of factors that go into that. You look at gym space. You drive along to all these
pin-dot little towns in the state of Illinois, which are all over the place south of
the collar counties around Chicago, and there is only one gym. How does an
administrator decide who is going to get gym time or what coach is going to
give up their gym time because the girls now are supposed to have equal gym
time? It was not equal and I’ll say that from my own experience. They tried to
provide the opportunity to compete within the constructs of minimal impact on
their male programs.
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Easier to adopt something like soccer where you don’t have that restriction of
the facility?

Soccer didn’t exist in my frame.

Okay, so that came later. Volleyball would be much the same kind of equation
though, because you are talking about gym space again.

Yeah, but volleyball for whatever reason, was more accepted and volleyball was
added before basketball. For me personally, I think it was viewed as more of a
girlie sport, more acceptable than basketball because boys didn’t play
volleyball.

How about softball?

Softball didn’t come until much later. I think the first year for softball was 1977
at Hinsdale South.

Okay.

So, again, you have that spread. Part of that was because school districts had to
figure out a way to allocate their funds. Part of it was because Title IX may
have been passed in 1972 but you had a great deal of pressure to try and
overturn it. The Tower Amendment, the Javits Amendment, those things were
in process. This was not a done deal in 1972. Wow, here we are, isn’t this
great. No. The NCAA, which has a powerful lobby, was against it and most of
the state associations were against it as well and certainly in Illinois, the Illinois
High School Athletic Association, the IHSA, was not a strong proponent for
girls competitive interscholastic sports. You can listen to four hours of Ola
Bundy. | talked to Ola Bundy for a long time, and she was very...
Unfortunately, she died shortly after | interviewed her?.

(Bartges added this note after reading the transcription and the footnote.)

Ola or her friends worked very hard to shape the narrative of her legacy.
She did great things for track & field, but was limited in what she could
achieve as the sole female—or one of two—in the powerful IHSA. Her obit
is an e.g. of shaping the conversation.

! Ola Bundy (1935-2006) taught high school before joining the Illinois High School Association (IHSA) in
1967, starting as the Girls Athletic Association administrator. Ms. Bundy was instrumental in organizing
interscholastic competition for girls. When Title IX passed in 1972, Ms. Bundy worked diligently to help
schools comply with the letter and spirit of the law. It was often the force of her personality that convinced
high school administrators to give girls athletics a fair chance. Ms. Bundy received many honors and
awards for her national leadership in the rise of girls’ interscholastic athletic programs. Source:
Bloomington Pantagraph, Obituaries, Feb. 21, 2006; Illinois High School Association The Ola Bundy
Scholarship, http://www.ihsa.org/initiatives/bundy/ (accessed September 3, 2010).
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Her perception of girls’ high school sport in the interviews is very
different than the perception of high school sport and sports in general of other
people, key individuals that you have access to in these interviews. You’ll
listen to a very reserved group of people — they are very polite — that say, “Well,
things were not as fast as they should have been,” or there were people who
thought they were doing good things in terms of getting sports started and up
and running in the state of lllinois, but really they were barriers. Most of those
people are talking about Ola Bundy.

As a barrier?
As a barrier.

Okay. We’ve taken a significant aside here in your own personal narrative and
it was very necessary to flesh out the impact of Title IX in these early years.
And again, that’s the focus of much of your project in the first place.

Yeah.

But let’s go back to your own personal narrative again. So you’re involved in
four sports. Are there any highlights of your athletic career in high school?

Yeah. The highlight for me really has to be my experience with my basketball
team. The basketball team at Hinsdale South. We were ...

What was the nickname?

We were the Hornettes, which is one of those phenomena that you saw rampant
in girls’ sports: such sexist language and discussions. | should bring you some
newspaper articles. | have a picture in my photo album here that might actually
be here, the article. We were playing Willowbrook High School, which is again
another suburban Chicago school, and they had a girl, I think her name was Sue
Hildebrand. She was six two and a big girl. This is her here. This picture —and
that’s me — this picture showed in the newspaper and underneath it, the title was
“Ellyn Bartges battles a behemoth from Willowbrook.” Now, where would you
see that? But it was rampant in the newspapers, that kind of language. There
are a lot of sociological studies on that kind of stuff but that’s a real physical
example that you would see. The team that | played on, we had three coaches in
four years. Two of the coaches I have interviewed as part of my collection, very
different women. But in 1977, which would have been my junior year, we had
a very good team. We were very talented in a time where there was not as

much concentration of talent. | was a role player, you know; | started but | was
not a scorer. | was a rebounder and a passer. | led the team in rebounds and
assists.

Does that mean you were a forward?
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Yeah, I was a three four. I’'m five - eight. My vertical was a little bit higher
than our six - two player, but not much. But we had two all-state kids on our
team. We were very, very fortunate. We had good talent. In 1977, I think we
lost — in my four years of high school, we lost six games. Now the seasons were
not as long as they are now. We weren’t playing thirty-game seasons but, you
know, back then we were pretty pretty tough. We were averaging seventy two
points a game in eight-minute quarters.

Did they have a state tournament for you to go to?

In 1977 they had the first state tournament. The highlight of this is that we were
one of the eight teams that qualified to play in the state tournament that was
held at Illinois State University in Horton Field House.

Did they have a class system for ...

No. It was everybody in one pool. There was no distinction between A, double
A; that came later. That came probably in the early *80s.

For the boys as well?

No. I think the boys had classes then. I couldn’t swear to that. I didn’t pay
much attention to it. My plate was full with other things, so I don’t know for
sure.

Okay.

But we were one of the eight teams and part of this collection includes the
coaches from six of the eight teams. One of the coaches, Jan Smith from
Washington High School, had died already. She died of breast cancer at a fairly
young age, so | interviewed her principal, a fellow named Ray Tory; he’s one of
the two men that | interviewed. I can’t think of the other coach’s name right
now — Susan somebody. It will come to me. | talked to her and she said she
would , but there was a problem and | never got back with her for some reason
and that’s a gap in this group. Otherwise | have all of the other coaches. Sue
Franklin is her name. She’s retired now. She was the AD [Athletic Director] at
Fenger High School in the city.

Fanger High School?

Fenger — F-e-n-g-e-r, | think. Or was she at Whitney Young? She coached at
Fenger and she was the AD at Whitney Young. Fenger was the biggest upset in
the state that year. Fenger beat Marshall in a city league championship. The
city only sent one team and the city champion was one of the eight slots for the
tournament and that was a huge upset.

How did the Hornettes do in the tournament?
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The Hornettes suffered from a lack of coaching, quite honestly. This is where
you really see how things were run. We had one loss in a season to Joliet West
who also qualified for the state tournament. When we qualified we won our
regional, our sectional and then we won the super sectional. And we were
going to state. First year in the state of Illinois. The athletic director, a guy
named Ed Herzog, thought it would be a really good idea to have our boys’
varsity basketball coach sit on our bench and assist the girls’ basketball coach, a
woman named Lynne Slouber. So Ed thought it would be a good idea to have
Dave Watson, or Wilson, I can’t think of his name, sit on our bench and act as a
co-head coach. This man had not done anything all season with us. He had no
idea what we did. What we ran, what kind of defense we played, out of bounds
plays, but here this man was put on our bench at the state tournament. It was
very disruptive to the team. Very disruptive. And we got down there and we
played Palatine Fremd, and we were up by thirteen at the half. We were still up
by close to thirteen mid-way through the third quarter—these are short
quarters—and we lost by one point. We had a last-second shot that was
disallowed. We had our center, thought she had five fouls, walked off the floor
and sat the rest of the game and our coach didn’t realize she only had four fouls.
She was six-two, twenty points a game average, walking off the floor some time
in the late third, early fourth quarter. I mean it was just ... it was just bad. So,
the winner that year was Sterling High School; Sue Strong coached that team
and she is one of the people I interviewed. They had a good team, a very good
team. But what it did, what that tournament showed, was a decided lack of
experience and knowledge of women coaches and officials. People used that
against women and now, when you look around, you don’t hardly see any
female coaches and you hardly see any female referees. At the start, it was all
women referees. All women coaches, and it was poorly handled. There was no
support system, no training system for these people. Oh, you played GAA,
[now] you’re going to coach basketball. You did the archery postal tournament,
you’re going to coach swimming because you are a physical educator.

This is getting way ahead of the story but the opportunity is there. Why the
transition from women dominating all these positions, referee, coaches, etc. to
what’s evolved now?

Well part of it was money. You know as it became obvious that women’s
sports, girls’ sports at the high school level and at the collegiate level were here
to stay and schools starting putting more money into it; there are only so many
Division I coaching jobs available in the Men’s Collegiate Basketball. When I
was coaching collegiate basketball, there were 292 Division | teams. Now there
is something like three 365. So, they have expanded the opportunities for head
coaches, but if you were a young fellow who wanted to be a coach at the college
level or at the high school level, and all these other people had all these other
positions, where is your place to get in? How do you break into coaching? So a
lot of them broke into coaching through girls’ sports because there was such a
paucity of qualified coaches that they could take their experience—because they
played and because they had experienced these things—and take advantage of
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it. Now, why that hasn’t changed is a very valid question because certainly
thirty eight years of Title 1X has produced women who are skilled in the game,
who have grown up in the games, who understand and can coach the games, but
for some reason they are not coaching. They are not getting into it. It’s a hard
life. There is a lot of heat with that.

There is no shortage though, of examples of successful women who are
coaching?

No. There are a lot of them. And you don’t have to look very far. You don’t
have to be Pat Summitt. Or Tara VandeVeer. The money, particularly at the
collegiate level, has gotten so large, the competition is just that much fiercer
and, quite frankly, athletic directors are primarily male. History will show that
you tend to hire people like yourself. That’s the whole thing for me. I work in
affirmative action and that’s one of the things I have to combat when you look
at hiring. It’s not that you’re giving anybody an advantage. It’s just that you
want to have a level playing field.

But that’s just human nature.
Itis. Itreallyis.

Okay, let’s go back to your tournament experience, and I’m wondering what
the feel was. First of all, where did the tournament occur?

The games were played in Horton Field House on the campus of Illinois State
University and it was April of 1977, actually April first. 1t was April Fools
Day.

What was the feeling in that tournament, being in the gym? Was the crowd
large?

It was. It was. Our coach and our athletic director made a decision that we
were not going down the night before and staying, which, in my opinion, was a
mistake. So, we got up the morning of April first, which I think was a Friday,
I’m not sure. We got in a van, maybe two vans, and had a send-off at the high
school. My dad was our cheerleader, so he got the crowd whipped up and he
was good at it too. That was another thing that the high school wanted to do.
“Oh, you’re going to the state tournament. By the way, we want our boys’
varsity cheerleaders to go with you and cheer” and our team said, “No. Mr.
Bartges has cheered for us since we were freshmen or sophomores, and why he
should be kicked out because we’re going to state now and these girls are going
to get the advantage of that?” No. And they were hot about it. Uh-hmm, that’s
the kind of stuff you get at the high school level. | mean, what were they
thinking? So, we got in a van. We had a little send off. Police out of town.
You know, all things that we had never in wildest dreams thought we would
experience, and [we] get on the road, go Interstate 55 south to Bloomington. |
can remember riding in the van. We traveled a lot growing up. We used to go a
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month at a time and fish and go to places and see historical stuff. But, we never
did Ilinois, so going south on I55 really showed me a different broad expanse in
Illinois that I hadn’t experienced. | remember there was a huge grain elevator
there just north of Bloomington and I had never seen one quite that big.
Remnants of it are still there. There are the big cement silos. Just that kind of
stuff that | remember. We went into Horton and we went down into some
locker rooms. | remember that. And the locker rooms were not very big. Kind
of dark and dingy. Another one of the genius things that our athletic director
decided to do — the spirit was okay — but he bought us all new shoes. And then
they expected us to wear these shoes. Well, the shoes weren’t broken in and
they were big, heavy Adidas shoes. You know, it’s not like the shoes now.
Well, “We bought you these shoes from the booster club and we expect you to
wear them”. Well, my feet were killing me, you know, but I’d have to look at a
picture to see if I had worn them or not. We wore Chuck Taylors and here you
have — no, I didn’t. When you asked about the crowd, these are the pictures of
the crowd. It was a huge crowd and we were used to playing in front of crowds,
but not crowds like this. You can see both decks, both balconies. These are
those white Adidas shoes. Those are my high top Chuck Taylors right there.

We’re looking at her photo album. We’ll have to scan these pictures in so
everybody else can see them as well.

This is when we thought we had won on the last-second basket. This is when
we found out they didn’t allow it.

Wow.
Big difference from this to that.

But the energy must have been in the building like you hadn’t experienced
before?

Uh-hmm, not in the same sense. Just because Horton Field House—if you’ve
ever been there—is a big expanse of a building. They had bleachers at the ends
and that was something that was different, and big black curtains—maybe red
there—but big curtains that hung down, and you have two balconies. We
always had good attendance but you look at this. There are thousands of people
here. When you go to shoot at a basket like that, it’s different. That was a very
different feel. The basket just hanging out of the sky somewhere and then
there’s people behind it. We had never experienced anything like that.

Is this you here blowing a bubble while you’re shooting a basket?

Yeah. Itold you I wasn’t a shooter. Not a shooter. That’s probably the super
sectional match. But you can see here, too, you know, it goes back, we had
pretty good... Here’s my Dad cheering.
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Okay. We can get a lot of these pictures in. That would be great. One of the
reasons | wanted to have you explain this is because, I think, somewhere in the
near future beyond this date, you had an opportunity to go to lowa as well. Am
| getting ahead of the story?

No, no. It was really interesting, actually, and it was one of the things that sort
of turned the light bulb on for me. Even though | was aware of Title IX, and as
you can see, | had an opportunity to compete, and | was happy with that
opportunity, | was grateful for the opportunity. After we played in the state
tournament in 1977, our coach left. She and her husband moved to Washington
and we had a new coach; he was the third coach we’d had in the four years. Our
first coach’s name was Linda Gollan, and she’s one of the people that I
interviewed. She was really an amazing coach. Very patient, very
fundamentally sound and she understood basketball. She came from
Pennsylvania and she had played basketball. Lynne Slouber was from Illinois;
she had not grown up playing basketball and she was the first person to tell you
that. She didn’t have any airs or illusions to what her skill sets were. She just
was hired as a physical education teacher. She was relatively young, right out
of college and this was part of her assignment as a PE teacher, to coach this
team. Well, she fell into this team and I think in her interview she said that.
She’s like, “Oh my God!" But our senior year we had a guy named Dennis
Karnstedt. He was a science teacher in the high school and he had played ball, |
think at Central College in Pella, lowa. | know he ran cross country there. He
had an understanding of what girls’ sports could be and so in the spring,
probably in March of 1978, my senior year, he took us to the lowa Girls High
School Association’s state tournament in Veterans Auditorium.

In Des Moines?

In Des Moines. We stayed in Central, in Pella, at his college. You know, he
made arrangements and we stayed there and we went to Veterans Auditorium
which, when 1 first saw it — and | had been through Des Moines, | mean we
traveled through there but I didn’t know what it was — | thought, Wow, it looked
like an ark. It was like Noah’s Ark. It’s just a big square box with a tilted roof,
so | have a vivid imagination. I had kind of pictured a boat. But for me it was
sort of a metaphor for sport, you know; here we were going to this place to see
this championship that’s been going on for decades. At that point it was
probably at least forty years old, maybe fifty, and when I ...

The late 1920s, as | recall from one of your other interviews you did.

Yeah, so fifty years they had been doing this. | said | was happy to have the
opportunity to play. But what irked me was that we could not earn varsity
letters. They would not give us a varsity letter. We didn’t get letter jackets.
We didn’t get all of the extrinsic motivation that a competitive person likes —
hardware, which would go with the military thing.

20



Ellyn Bartges # FM-A-L-2009-041

DePue:

Ribbons.

Bartges: Ribbons, exactly. It used to irritate me also that my brother who played all four

years in football and tennis, but he wasn’t a starter in football. He always got to
waive out of PE because male athletes didn’t have to take physical education.
We had to go to PE every day. We had physical education five days a week and
that irritated me because it was an affront to my sense of justice. You know,
here’s my brother who is a bench warmer who doesn’t have to go to PE and gets
to have a study hall, which I had none, and | have to go to PE and swim during
the middle of basketball season. | would say to my Mom, “Why is this so?”
And she said, “IT can’t answer that question. When you were younger I used to
say it was because you were a girl but I can’t answer that question.” I’'m like,
I’m not going. And I would cut. And my Mom would call the office and say,
“What do | say to her? You tell her, you explain it to her.” So she was
supportive in that way. Or | would call in for myself. 1 mean | was kind of a
brat.

When we got to Veterans [Auditorium] — and this comes back to what we
weren’t allowed to have — our awards for varsity competition were charms for
our charm bracelet. On National Girls and Women in Sports Day, to this day, to
this year, on that day, every year, | wear that bracelet as a remembrance of
where | came from. Because now, not only do girls and women earn varsity
letters but they have scholarships and they have the opportunity to play
professional ball and all this other stuff. | got little silver charms for my charm
bracelet my Mother put together for me. She’s like, “Well, you wear this
proudly because this is the only athletic jacket you’re ever going to get.”

But we walk in to Veterans Auditorium and here are these girls — there
were some big girls there too — you didn’t see kids often in Hlinois like Leuken,
my teammate Deb Leuken, she was 6°2”. You didn’t see a lot of girls like that.
But we walk in to Veterans and it was just stacked with big girls, huge basketball
players, talented, and they all had letter jackets. They had medals all over the left
side of their chest. They had stripes on their arms. They had pins. | mean, you
name it, they had it. Their names on the back. It was like going to the Olympics.
It was phenomenal. The difference between what our experience had been at the
state tournament, and it was the first one — there’s a big difference between the
first and the fiftieth — but nonetheless, it was like, Wow, | cannot believe this! |
couldn’t.

| listened to Jim Duncan; he was the announcer. He’s dead now. But he
announced all those tournaments. They had the hall of fame at the half time and
in between games they would do the hall of fame induction and they would turn
off all the lights in Veterans. When | went to lowa State, | used to go down for
the tournament because it was such a thrill. The guy announcer: “And entering in
this year’s class, the class of 1981, is Mona Mossbarger.” Mona Mossbarger
played for, now I’m not going to be able to remember. I know this. Wherever
she played — Vinton or one of these little towns in lowa — she averaged thirty five
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points a game and twenty two rebounds, and out-parades Mona being escorted by
somebody. They had twenty of these people it seemed like that they were
inducting into their hall of fame. You could walk around Veterans and you would
see the pictures of them and amazing stories about these women — clear back in to
the ‘20s. And, it was like, Wow, How can that be? How can that be? But then,
you know, | knew it was because — and | brought it — here’s a picture, this is a
picture from 1921. The basketball says G-T-H-S.
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H-S, yeah.

German Township High School. The woman, second from the left with the
watch on her wrist, is my grandmother. 1921.

This is lowa?

This is Pennsylvania.

Pennsylvania.

I knew this from Pennsylvania because this was part of the story.
That’s a great picture too.

I don’t know why my grandmother has a watch on. She’s the only one that has
a watch on. The most famous basketball alum from German Township High
School is C. Vivian Stringer, who is the coach at Rutgers.

She spent some time at lowa.

Yeah, exactly. So I still couldn’t get it to equate how this can be so different.
But those kinds of experiences helped shape me and helped motivate me. When
| was coaching and when | was doing other things, | was very cognizant of what
the experience was like. | wanted my Kids to have the experience that I didn’t
have and to have the opportunity to benefit from the fraternity of sport in the
same way that guys benefit from the fraternity of sport.

And that’s what you saw when you went to lowa?

Oh yeah. Yeah, they were light years ahead of Illinois. Every state around
Illinois was light years ahead of Illinois almost. It was phenomenal.

Two questions here, branching out in different directions I’m afraid. What kind
of basketball were you watching in lowa?

That was one difference. We were watching six-on-six with a rover.

You need to explain that. Because I don’t think most people understand that.
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Bartges: I'm trying to remember if there was a rover in “’78. 1 wouldn’t swear that there
was a rover. Six-on-six was old school. It’s what my grandmother played.
You had three guards; guards were defensive players. You had three forwards
and forwards were offensive players. The most prolific scorers—and you can
tell 1 get fired up about this stuff—the most prolific scorers I’ve seen were
lowans, from when they played six-on-six. Oh my God. Lori Bauman, who
played at Des Moines East, she still holds the NCAA scoring record for a
tournament from 1981. She scored fifty points in a game. That girl was an
amazing shooter. Kay Riek; Kay was from Grundy Center, lowa. Dawn
Wumpkes was from Cedar Falls or Hudson — up around Cedar Falls there,
whatever; it might have been Hudson. Tremendous shooters and there was no
three-point line then. At the high school level when you see these girls, they
could take two dribbles and a step and then they had to pass it or shoot the ball.
That was their choice and you would think it would be slow but the referees
were so much more engaged in that game. You know, there was one
underneath the basket and they got the ball out of the net and gave it to the girl
and the girl passed it up and the offensive players could play defense in the
sense that they could press in the front court to try and steal the ball from the
guards who were passing it up to their forwards. But they couldn’t cross half
court line. They could not cross the center line.

(Bartges added this note after reading the transcript.)

The ref took the ball after a made basket and quickly passed it to the
second official standing at half court. That official then passed the ball to
the waiting offensive player standing in the center court circle who
initiated their offense.

And you would see these girls — it was funny — you would see them
running down the half court full speed and then they’d get to the line and there
was like a laser beam there that they’d get zapped. You know, a shock collar.
They could tiptoe along that line and not cross over it. The balance and the skill
was amazing. The six player game evolved actually from a nine player game
earlier in the century. But that was adapted for women because the perception
was that women couldn’t run the full court because it would damage their
reproductive organs. The literature on this is extant. I mean, there’s a ton of
literature on this about from medical doctors and medical professionals — that’s
usually the euphemism they put for quack — that says, if you do this these
women will not be able to have children and so therefore, sport for women is
going to have a negative impact on our society. Well, what a bunch hog wash.
And women doctors were saying the same thing. That’s why you saw a break, I
think in the *20s. I don’t have an exact date yet, but if you look at women like
my grandmother competing prior to 1930 and then from 1930 to 1950, there’s
this twenty year period of time where it was like a desert. Something happened
- all of a sudden sport was not okay. That’s where you have this GAA bullshit
and play days and all that.
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That takes me to the other direction here. Are you saying that places like
Pennsylvania and other states abandoned the whole notion of having these
tournaments and having that tradition of women’s basketball for example?
lowa obviously did not.

There were some states that did. I don’t know enough about those individual
states to say for sure that they abandoned them completely. You certainly do
see a gap. I’m trying to think of the states. In Kentucky, in Indiana, not in
Wisconsin, not in Minnesota, and | looked primarily at the Midwest, although
Kentucky is not a Midwestern state | realize. Maybe in Ohio, again I don’t
really consider Ohio Midwest but | have arguments about that with people.
They played, they had a state tournament — and I know Kentucky did — and then
it went away and then it came back in the “70s after Title IX.

lowa was rather unique in that respect then?

Absolutely. lowa was in front of the pack. And people, you know, some of my
uppity suburban friends would say, “You’re going where to school? You’re
going to lowa?” No, I’'m going to Iowa State and they are like, Oh my God,
isn’t that an Ag school and I was like, Why would you want to go to lowa? The
state of lowa — it’s a bunch of farmers, a bunch of hicks — you know the
perception, [but] that couldn’t be further from the truth. Those people were so
much more progressive and still are. So much, you know, the belief in
education and all of the fundamental things that you see that grow families and
grow tradition and grow all of the strength of that state. Much more
progressive. What a horrible misnomer they had laid on them.

Why do you think Ilinois was so slow to adopt this? Slower than almost all
these other states from your own explanation.

That was one of the questions | asked the people I interviewed and almost
universally the answer was the resistance came from male athletic directors that
did not want to share facilities. Kind of like I spoke about earlier, you have a lot
of small schools in Illinois. 1 think Illinois is one of the three states that has the
most towns under five thousand. Illinois, Pennsylvania, Texas. And those
towns don’t have the facilities.

And has the second highest number of independent governing agencies.
Why am | not surprised?
Yeah. | think Texas is the other one.

So you don’t have infrastructure from the IHSA. You have white men who are
interested in sport for white men and you have principals who are primarily
male, almost exclusively male, who are not interested in sports for girls because
it’s going to cut into their time. If you listen to Lori Ramsey’s tape, she had
grown her GAA program from less than, | think she said twenty to over three
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hundred, in two years at Pekin High School. She also wanted to implement
interscholastic sports. She wanted to implement competitive sport, so in order
to do that, to grow her GAA program, she needed an additional day a week in
the gym. It was wrestling season and so she asked the principal, who was the
athletic director, for an extra day of time to share the gym and the guy wrote
back, “It has been his experience that athletics for boys has been a major
contributor to their character. All of the boys in the Pekin High School system
needed to benefit from this character building activity.” Something close to
that. She writes back to him in red ink — “What about the character of the
girls?” She says she puts it in an envelope — she was smart enough not to take it
down there herself — and she put it in his box. The next day she asked for her
transcripts to be sent to Illinois State, to Illinois Central College and to
somewhere else, and she left Pekin. She got out of the high schools forever.
That’s how strongly she felt about it. That kind of mentality was not unique to
Pekin. In no way was that unique because they didn’t know any different. You
have to want to make a difference. You have to want to have change to sit
down and say, Okay, how can we allocate these resources? Instead they started
circling the wagons and saying, Okay, you guys, you know it’s all about loyalty.
We need to make sure we keep our stuff with us. We don’t want to give it to
them.

DePue: Well, I'm thinking in terms of what it is to be a successful sports team. It is so
much about loyalty. So maybe that’s an extension beyond the boundaries of the
actual competition then.

Bartges: Well, I don’t know what your sporting background is, but you certainly know
from your own military background about loyalty, and loyalty is one of those
things — and I’ve said this about my collegiate coaching experience — | had
never witnessed the kind of dogmatic loyalty that you see in coaching. You
know, my philosophy is that blind loyalty was jurisprudence out at Nuremburg.
There was no longer an excuse to say, “I was just following directions. | was
just being loyal.” I mean that’s an extreme example, but basketball — not just
basketball — coaches, collegiate coaches in this country — if there was a mafia, if
such a thing existed — they could teach them about loyalty. Coaches would
teach organizations that are interested in manipulating people about loyalty,
coaches would be the people you would go to to learn those lessons. Because if
you’re disloyal, you are excommunicated. Boom.

DePue: Okay, let’s go back to your personal narrative again. And we’re still in high
school.

Bartges: Yeah. Oh my God, I’ve been there longer than ...

DePue: Well, because we’ve been taking some very significant and important asides
here that really are at the heart of what we wanted to be talking about anyway.
So this has all been ...
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Well, yeah, reign me in if I need reigned in.

No problem. So much of your experience in high school was athletics. Did you
get tagged as the jockette — if I can use that word?

Oh yeah, yeah. | was voted best athlete in my high school graduating class of
“78. 1 was kind of oblivious to some of the things. | was definitely a jock. |
never really thought of jockette. | was fortunate that | had intellectual interests
that were different so I wasn’t just a jock. I had friends from a lot of different
groups and I could move amongst those groups quite nicely. But there was
something that you hear, and there was definitely — not always, but depending
on where it was coming from — there were usually sexual connotations that went
with that.

Okay. What were your aspirations at this time? What did you see yourself
being beyond high school?

| wanted to be a vet, a veterinarian. College sports weren’t really on my radar
because I just wasn’t exposed to them. In ‘68—and again | was young then—I
had witnessed limited coverage of the ‘68 Olympics — mostly track and field —
but primarily men. 1 was very much aware of Wilma Rudolph and Wyomia
Tyus from the 1960 Olympic team who were not only phenomenal athletes,
even [from] just a few clips that | saw or the pictures that | saw, but they were
probably some of the first African Americans that I was aware of and I’ll
digress for a second here.

My freshman year in high school, our coach, Coach Gollan, took us down
to Illinois State [Illinois State University at Normal] to see the college team at
[llinois State. Jill Hutchison was coaching at Illinois State and she’s one of the
people I interviewed. | remember seeing a woman... | come from a lily white
suburb; I don’t think we had any African Americans in my high school until |
was a junior —and | graduated in a class of 550, so it was not a small school—at
least that | could remember. Coach Gollan took us down to Illinois State and |
saw that they were playing basketball but I didn’t really understand the
significance of that. But | remember seeing Charlotte Lewis — it was like seeing
Tyus or Rudolph in person, only Lewis was much bigger than life. 1 mean she
was six two, six three. She had this humongous Afro hairdo, | mean a big ‘fro!
When she ran, it flopped. She was a big woman, a big strong woman. That
impressed me. | was like, Wow. You know, that it was okay to be female and
big and strong. Even as a freshman, | know | made that mental connection.
Here’s somebody that’s doing this and it’s okay because she wasn’t alone. |
mean there were a lot of other people on the floor too.

Apparently you’re feeling that because you were getting some subliminal
messages that it wasn’t okay to be ...

Well, I had that message from the get-go from my Dad.
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Okay.

So when it came time for me to go to college, | was thinking, Okay, | want to be
a veterinarian. | need to go and I need to concentrate on my academics. Well, |
wasn’t a neophyte at school and I had looked at schools. My family, like | said,
traveled a lot. | had an offer to play basketball at Montana State. | had an offer
to play basketball at — I want to say — Gunnison University in Colorado. And,
somewhere else. | need to find those letters. But, when | went to Montana State
and visited them, | thought, “My God, I’ll never graduate from here”. There is a
ski slope and a trout stream. | knew myself well enough. 1 liked to do those
things as I grew up. So, I decided against that. I didn’t think that was in my
best interest and Gunnison wasn’t big enough for me. My criteria for going to
school was that it had a good vet school and it had to be somewhere far enough
away from home that my parents could not drop in on me. Six and a half hours
was just about right. So, when I set foot on Iowa State’s campus, I knew
immediately that’s where I was going. My Mom and I went out on a Columbus
Day because we didn’t have school and I said at the end of the day, “This is
where I’m going.” There was never any hesitation in my mind. | never
regretted that choice. But sport wasn’t part of that process and after about two
weeks in the dorms at lowa State, after school, it’s three o’clock and I’'m doing
homework. It’s like, What the hell is this? Because I’m not used to that. I’'m
used to going to practice. So then I went and talked to the tennis coach. | had
talked to the tennis coach at lowa State before I went there and they didn’t have
any scholarships and she had said come out. Well, then I realized, then | found
out that that woman had left. Linda Lander was her name and there’s an odd
story with that, how small life is. Linda Lander left and the woman who
became the tennis coach — her name is Christa Townsend — Christa came from, |
think she came from Kansas. She went to school at Southwest Missouri and
she’s in their tennis Hall of Fame there. We’re still friends. So | went to talk to
Christa. | had never met her before. | ended up playing tennis at lowa State.
That’s how that happened. Linda Lander, oddly enough, I was at a Title IX
conference in 1977, I’m pretty sure that’s when it was..

19777
I’m sorry, 2007.
Okay.

I’m looking at this woman at a session [’'m sitting in and I’m looking at her and
I’m looking at her and I said to my partner, “I know that woman.” She’s like,
“What do you mean you know her?” 1 said, “I know her.” “Well, she’s not
anybody | recognize.” | said, “I have to think about this.” She was with some
people that we knew, so when | heard her talk | knew immediately, | recognized
the sound of her voice. Even though I’m hard of hearing, I just have that kind
of memory for audio sound. | said, “’You coached at lowa State” and she looked
at me like | was a ghost. | mean that was thirty some years ago. She said,
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“How do you know that?” | said, “Lander.” She’s like, “That’s right.” | said,
“l was an incoming freshman the year you left.” She said, “Oh my God.” So, |
mean, that whole experience ... and that’s how tight sport is, even nowadays
with women in sport, it’s a very connected group of people. I