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Biographical Information Overview of Interview: Carl Cottingham was born in Hamilton 

County, Illinois in 1940. He graduated from Mcleansboro Township High School in 1958. He earned 

his bachelor’s and master’s degree from Southern Illinois University-Carbondale. After earning his 

bachelors degree he returned to Mcleansboro High School serving three years as the Librarian. He 

then took a position as Director of Instructional Resources for three years. In 1968, he joined the 

faculty of John A. Logan College, a brand new school. He served there as Dean of Learning 

Resources from 1968 to 1998. He also did classroom instruction and at the time of the interview still 

taught an educational Psychology class. 

Subject Headings/Key Words:   History of John A. Logan College (1968 to 2013); the role of 

the Learning Resource Center at a community college; selection of the campus site and its name; 

building construction and the downtown campus; beginning a new community college. 

 

 

Note to the Reader: Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a 

transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to preserve the 

informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The Abraham Lincoln 

Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views 

expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge. 
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