
FACTS ON AGING

Limited English Proficient Elderly in Illinois
Languages Spoken by the Elderly in Chicago

Asian Spanish Other*

1: Northwestern 274 1,430 562

2: Northeastern 8,482 10,586 7,487

3: Western 110 1,383 220

4: Central 204 231 216

5: East Central 424 360 439

6: West Central 0 13 16

7: Project Life 0 111 109

8: Southwestern 189 502 259

9: Midland 0 32 16

10: Southeastern 0 8 10

11: Egyptian 43 85 120

12: Chicago 9,404 34,357 20,249

13: Suburban 9,904 12,707 18,007

Limited English Proficient Elderly Language Breakdown
by Area Agency on Aging

Illinois Total:

Asian .......... 29,034

Spanish ...... 61,805

Other* ........ 47,710

*Other = Greek, Russian,
Polish, Bosnian and Serbo-
Croatian, Farsi and Arabic.
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Percentage
LEP Elderly of total LEP

Language Population Population

Vietnamese ................579 0.8%
Arabic, Farsi .......... 1,213 1.7%
Greek ..................... 1,426 2.0%
Russian .................. 1,624 2.3%
Indian ..................... 1,852 2.6%
Korean ................... 2,229 3.2%
Bosnian .................. 3,137 4.4%
Filipino .................. 3,974 5.7%
Chinese .................. 4,639 6.6%
Polish ................... 11,263 16.0%
Spanish ................ 38,401 54.7%

Total ..................... 70,337 100%
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Web Resources on Minority Issues
Administration on Aging .............................................www.aoa.gov
Healthy People 2010 ................................... www.healthypeople.gov
Indian Health Services ................................................. www.ihs.gov
Initiative to Eliminate Health Disparities
.............................................................. www.raceandhealth.hhs.gov

Office of Minority Health ........................................www.omhrc.gov
Center for Aging in Diverse Populations ... www.medicine.ucsf.edu
Center for Aging and Diversity .......... www.unc.edu/cad/index.html
Native Elder Health Care ....................... www.uchsc.edu/ai/nehcrc/
National Caucus and Center on Black Aged ... www.ncba-aged.org

New Citizens Continue to Flock In

A rising number of immi-
grants has arrived to pursue the
American dream, says the U.S.
Census Bureau.

In 2000, there were more than
32 million immigrants living
in this country — about 10
percent of the total population.
About half of the new residents
came from Latino coutnries, a
quarter from Asian countries,
15 percent from Europe and
the remaining 10 percent
from other parts of the world. The
net increase in immigrants enter-
ing each year, both legal and not,
has been about 1 million
annually.

About 30 percent of
immigrants are legal, permanent
residents, 27 percent are
undocumented and about 7
percent are refugees who
naturalize and 5 percent are
legal non-residents like students
and tourists, according to the
Urban Institute in Washington,
D.C.

Immigration to Illinois in the
1990s: 384,026.

A study last year found that one in seven residents of the
Chicago area is foreign born, according to the Fund for Immigrants
and Refugees in Chicago. Of these, nearly 42 percent live in the
suburbs. Here is who they are:
Mexico ........................... 95,370
India ............................... 34,943
Poland ............................ 32,977
Philippines ..................... 26,647
Korea ............................. 16,738
United Kingdom ............ 12,898
Former USSR .................11,095
Former Yugoslavia ......... 10,496
China................................ 7,812

Ireland .............................. 6,664
Pakistan............................ 5,759
Romania ........................... 3,348
Vietnam............................ 2,942
Jordan .............................. 2,756
Iraq ................................... 2,678
Guatemala ........................ 2,331
Other ............................ 107,518

Asian Population Increases
Illinois’ Asian population has grown by 70 percent since the last

census, and the Hispanic population has grown by 69 percent,
according to Dave McKinney, writing in Illinois Issues. Also note-
worthy, according to the report: An increasing number of immigrant
families are settling in smaller communities.

Recent estimates show that four of every 10 new immi-
grants to Illinois now go to a suburb first, and analysts expect to see
more new immigrants arrive in small towns across the state.

● In the year 2000, 1,176 Laotians lived in Rockford.

Today, 99 percent of Illinois counties show growth in
Asian populations.

● In the year 2000, 11 percent of Illinois households reportedly
spoke Spanish at home.

Today, all Illinois counties show growth in Hispanic
populations.

Illinois had at least
603,221 people in “linguisti-
cally isolated households” in
2000, according to the U.S.
Census 2000. A linguistically
isolated household is one in
which all members 14 years old
and over have at least some
difficulty with English.

Illinois was among 10 states
with this language barrier.
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Limited English Proficient Elderly Population
by Area Agency on Aging
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60+ LEP Aged 60+
Population Population

1: Northwestern

Boone ......................... 145 6,041 2.4%

Carroll .......................... 41 4,037 1.0%

DeKalb ....................... 262 11,261 2.3%

JoDaviess ..................... 11 5,287 0.2%

Lee ............................... 41 6,841 0.6%

Ogle ............................. 94 9,012 1.0%

Stephenson ................... 53 10,286 0.5%

Whiteside ................... 462 12,444 3.7%

Winnebago .............. 1,157 46,164 2.5%

Total ........................ 2,266 111,373 2.0%

2: Northeastern

DuPage ................. 11,672 119,273 9.8%

Grundy ......................... 85 6,044 1.4%

Kane ........................ 3,672 46,132 8,0%

Kankakee ................... 218 17,608 1.2%

Kendall ...................... 192 6,505 3.0%

Lake ........................ 6,153 75,380 8.2%

McHenry ................. 1,094 28,640 3.8%

Will ......................... 3,469 57,101 6.1%

Total ...................... 26,555 356,683 7.4%

3: Western

Bureau ........................ 126 7,967 1.6%

Henderson ...................... 1 1,829 0.1%

Henry ........................... 93 10,583 0.9%

Knox .......................... 182 12,390 1.5%

LaSalle ....................... 314 23,125 1.4%

McDonough ................. 40 5,849 0.7%

Mercer .......................... 11 3,523 0.3%

Putnam ......................... 18 1,264 1.4%

Rock Island ................ 903 29,141 3.1%

Warren.......................... 25 3,903 0.6%

60+ LEP Aged 60+
Population Population

4: Central
Fulton ........................... 13 8,793 0.1%

Marshall ......................... 3 3,113 0.1%

Peoria ......................... 534 33,236 1.6%

Stark ............................... 0 1,498 0.0%

Tazewell ....................... 88 24,727 0.4%

Woodford ..................... 13 6,614 0.2%

6: West Central
Adams .......................... 21 14,938 0.1%

Brown ............................ 4 1,145 0.3%

Calhoun.......................... 0 1,249 0.0%

Hancock ......................... 1 4,634 0.0%

Pike ................................ 3 4,157 0.1%

Schuyler ......................... 0 1,729 0.0%

Total ........................... 651 77,981 0.8%

Total ........................ 1,713 99,574 1.7% Total ............................. 29 27,852 0.1%

5: East Central
Champaign ................. 606 22,861 2.7%

Clark .............................. 3 3,823 0.1%

Coles ............................ 56 9,037 0.6%

Cumberland ................... 1 2,265 0.0%

DeWitt ............................ 5 3,462 0.1%

Douglas ........................ 35 4,121 0.8%

Edgar .............................. 0 4,413 0.0%

Ford ................................ 6 3,379 0.2%

Iroquois ........................ 37 7,158 0.5%

Livingston .................... 32 7,641 0.4%

Macon .......................... 67 19,048 0.4%

McLean ...................... 262 22,418 1.2%

Moultrie ......................... 1 3,163 0.0%

Piatt ................................ 0 3,325 0.0%

Shelby ............................ 0 5,186 0.0%

Vermilion ................... 112 17,292 0.6%

Total ........................ 1,223 138,592 0.9%



12: Chicago

Northeast ................. 9,713 64,697 15.0%

Southeast ................. 5,037 83,882 6.0%

Northwest ............. 24,013 97,851 24.5%

Central West .......... 12,156 67,560 18.0%

Southwest ............. 13,091 100,342 13.0%

Total ........................... 248 59,199 0.4%

Total ...................... 64,010 414,332 15.4%

(Continued on page viii.)

60+ LEP Aged 60+
Population Population

Lawrence ....................... 2 3,894 0.1%

Richland ......................... 0 3,668 0.0%

Wayne ............................ 2 4,105 0.0%

White ............................. 0 4,020 0.0%

11: Egyptian

Alexander ...................... 3 2,073 0.1%

Franklin ........................ 16 9,263 0.2%

Gallatin .......................... 0 1,524 0.0%

Hardin ............................ 0 1,140 0.0%

Jackson ...................... 134 8,396 1.6%

Johnson ........................ 10 2,357 0.4%

Massiac .......................... 2 3,454 0.1%

Perry ............................ 16 4,666 0.3%

Pope ............................... 0 1,056 0.0%

Pulaski ........................... 2 1,636 0.1%

Saline ........................... 13 6,404 0.2%

Union ........................... 19 4,144 0.5%

Williamson ................... 33 13,086 0.3%

Total ............................. 18 25,930 0.1%

60+ LEP Aged 60+
Population Population

7: Project Life

Cass .............................. 22 2,769 0.8%

Christian ........................ 5 7,718 0.1%

Greene ............................ 0 3,262 0.0%

Jersey ............................. 3 4,069 0.1%

Logan ........................... 20 5,947 0.3%

Macoupin ..................... 16 10,733 0.1%

Mason ............................ 1 3,589 0.0%

Menard ........................... 2 2,233 0.1%

Montgomery ................ 16 6,513 0.2%

Morgan......................... 11 7,331 0.2%

Sangamon .................. 124 33,156 0.4%

Scott ............................... 0 1,197 0.0%

8: Southwestern

Bond .............................. 8 3,330 0.2%

Clinton ........................... 9 6,573 0.1%

Madison ..................... 405 47,660 0.8%

Monroe ........................ 10 4,816 0.2%

Randolph ........................ 8 6,631 0.1%

St. Clair ...................... 485 42,998 1.1%

Washington .................. 25 3,260 0.8%

9: Midland

Clay ................................ 2 3,494 0.1%

Effingham ...................... 8 6,124 0.1%

Fayette ........................... 1 4,430 0.0%

Jefferson....................... 19 7,856 0.2%

Marion ......................... 18 8,879 0.2%

Total ........................... 220 88,517 0.2%

Total ........................... 950 115,268 0.8%

Total ............................. 48 30,783 0.2%
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10: Southeastern

Crawford ...................... 11 4,363 0.3%

Edwards ......................... 0 1,649 0.0%

Hamilton ........................ 3 2,114 0.1%

Jasper ............................. 0 2,117 0.0%

13: Suburban Cook County
Region I

Bloom ........................ 820 14,779 5.5%

Bremen....................... 576 15,987 3.6%

Calumet ...................... 271 2,410 11.2%



The Illinois Department on Aging does not discriminate in admission to
programs or treatment of employment in compliance with appropriate
State and Federal statutes. If you feel you have been discriminated
against, call the Senior HelpLine at 1-800-252-8966 (Voice and TTY).

Printed by Authority of the State of Illinois
6M,  3/04     Printed on Recycled Paper

Governor Rod R. Blagojevich
Director Charles D. Johnson

Facts on Aging is published by the

421 E. Capitol Avenue, #100
Springfield, IL 62701-1789
www.state.il.us/aging
ilsenior@aging.state.il.us
Senior HelpLine:
1-800-252-8966 (Voice and TTY)

NOTES: The data in these charts and tables is
from the 2000 U.S. Census, and it was com-
piled by the Coalition of Limited-English
Speaking Elderly.

Total 60+ population is from Standard File 1.
Asian and Spanish-speaking data is from
Standard File 2, and the other language data is
from Standard File 3.

There are many other languages spoken at
home in Illinois; however, they are not in large
enough numbers for a breakdown by area
agency on aging, county or township.

Region II

Berwyn ................... 1,444 9,039 16.0%

Cicero ..................... 2,376 7,844 30.3%

Leyden .................... 2,697 17,393 15.5%

Lyons ...................... 1,857 19,051 9.7%

Maine ...................... 4,133 31,082 13.3%

Norwood .................... 934 7,629 12.2%

Oak Park .................... 451 6,655 6.8%

Proviso .................... 1,945 27,146 7.2%

River Forest ................. 60 2,098 2.9%

Riverside .................... 194 4,001 4.8%

Total ...................... 16,091 131,938 12.2%

Total ........................ 8,373 143,597 5.8%

Total Suburban Cook County
.............................. 40,618 429,925 9.4%

State of Illinois

Total .................... 138,549 1,975,999 7.0%
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60+ LEP Aged 60+
Population Population

Lemont ....................... 212 3,020 7.0%

Orland ........................ 972 14,858 6.5%

Palos ....................... 1,046 12,116 8.6%

Rich ............................ 300 11,169 2.7%

Stickney .................. 1,151 7,307 15.8%

Thornton ................. 1,181 29,444 4.0%

Worth ...................... 1,844 32,507 5.7%

60+ LEP Aged 60+
Population Population

Region III

Barrington .................. 209 2,041 10.2%

Elk Grove ................ 1,903 17,066 11.2%

Evanston .................... 473 10,394 4.6%

Hanover .................. 1,180 7,916 14.9%

New Trier ................... 519 11,584 4.5%

Niles ........................ 4,040 27,531 14.7%

Northfield ............... 1,589 19,337 8.2%

Palatine ................... 1,387 14,014 9.9%

Schaumburg ............ 2,234 15,751 14.2%

Wheeling ................. 2,620 28,756 9.1%

Total ...................... 16,154 154,390 10.5%

See also the chart, Limited English Proficient
Elderly in Illinois by Language, which
includes Area Agencies on Aging with more than
100 elderly, speaking one non-English language.


