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from the health and human services agencies , including our
very own, Director Bohnhoft.

The Task Force will “take a holistic and comprehensive approach in the prevention and elimination of
health care fraud, waste and abuse in taxpayer-funded programs.” Read more about the Task Force here.

Director Bohnhoft is excited about this opportunity and is fully committed to contributing in a
meaningful way to help ensure that resources are prioritized to aid in meeting the needs of our most

vulnerable.
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BLAZE A TRAIL: MAY 2016

IDoA recognizes Older
Americans Month;
heeds the call to action

What does it mean to blaze a trail? To the Illinois Department on Aging (IDoA), blazing a trail means
evolving to better meet the needs of our growing older adult population and creating a sustainable path for
older adults in Illinois — today and for many more years to come. As we celebrate Older Americans Month,
IDoA is embracing this year’s theme — Blaze a Trail — and using it as our call to action.

“Older Americans Month is an important month for us to celebrate the contributions of older adults and
raise awareness about the issues facing our community;” remarked IDoA Director, Jean Bohnhoff. “We're
being challenged to keep pace with technology and a growing aging population; the Department is meeting
that challenge head on and, working with the Rauner Administration, we believe we've found the right
solution to avoiding premature institutionalization while maintaining the sustainability of critical programs,’
she continued.

Director Bohnhoff is a trailblazer in her own right, coming from the provider community and joining IDoA
earlier this year. She encourages IDoA staff to think outside the box and develop innovative and creative new
ways to interact with providers and advocates across the network and improve service delivery for our
clients.

IDoA recognizes the contributions of local trailblazers year-round through awards programs such as the
Senior Hall of Fame and our Caregiver Awards.

“Blazing a trail means taking action, moving forward and making a way for others to follow. We're doing
that at IDoA and were optimistic about what that means for our state and our older adult population,” said
Bohnhoft.

Senate bills supporting, passed:

. SB2214 - Regarding Nursing Licenses

. SB3180 - increases punishment for offenders
committing financial exploitation

House bills supporting, passed:

. HB6175 - increases punishment for offenders committing financial exploitation
. HB4552 - IDoA’s Adult Protective Service initiative
. HB5924 - Guardianship guidelines
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IDoA participated in Take Your Kids to Work Day on April 28th

- here are a couple of our favorite reviews:

The Department on Aging is honored to have you work with us today. We want you to know
how much your parents and their hard work helps the Seniors of Illinois.

We would like to give each of you an assignment, if you’d like to accept.

. What do you think is the best or coolest thing about your parent’s job?
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The Department on Aging is honored to have you work with us today. We want you to know
how much your parents and their hard work helps the Seniors of Illinois.

We would like to give each of you an assignment, if you’d like to accept.

1. What do you think is the best or coolest thmg about your parent’s job?
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2. What was the best thing about today? .
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3. Is there anything that you think would make hclpmg Seniors better?
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Do you have a positive story
to share with us about how the
services you've received have
helped you?

Email your story to
Aging.Communications@Illinois.gov and

Tell us your story :/ you might be featured in our next newsletter!

Connect with us on
social media!

BHE
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Our mailing address is:
Illinois Department on Aging
One Natural Resources Way, #100
Springfield, IL 62702-1271
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